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Introduction

Allen Ginsberg predicted the Kennedy assassination. Readers cam find this in Journaly Early Fifties Early
Sixrias, 3 volume of Ginsberg's personal wrtings produced by Grove Press in 1977 and edited by Gordon Ball, The
prediction appears in an emry entitled ““Dream, Oct. 31, 1959,

“'Depression, counldn't get w typewriter afler ruming round town on Burroughs business—condtract maybe to
transfer from Wyn Co. 1o Avon @ get him money—sat & read Look mag at Dr's office, 14 St. accompanying my
brother (0 his checkup—all abour 1960 presidential races, Kennedy's politicianings & shiftiness—He has a hole n
his back. Thru which Death will enter.” (p. 111)

According to the magic buller theory, the hack wound waveled up and owr JFK's throat, despite being shot from
the élevated position of the sizth floor of the book depository. Sregmshovel Presy readers know that JFK's death,
indeed, may have also entered through the back, but it did nol exat through the throat. Arlen Specter, who authored
the convoluted and contadiciory magic bullet theorw, at this writing has begun his own campaign for the Whie
House.

Ginsberg's weirdly precise premonition gets mentioned in the imroduction to this anthology in pant to deflect
griticism thal the disparate elements comprising Sreamshovel Press—political aszassinations, the Beats, UFOs,
plagues, plots and conspiracies—have no relationship, It also appears becuuse the earliest inspiration for Steamshovel
began durmg a week-long party Allen Ginsherg threw at the University of Colorado in Boulder in 1982, In
ohservance of the 25th anniversary of the publication of Kerousc's On The Road, Ginsberg and his colleagues at the
Naropa Instinute organized a conference of lectures, workshops and debaies by the likes of Tim Leary, Abbie
Hoffman, William Burtoughs, Gregery Corso, Diane DiPrima, Peter Orlovsky, Anne Waldman and the rest of the
familiar crew at the Jack Kerousc School of Disembodied Poetics.

| me: long-time SP correspondene and contributor Roy Lisker atr thar conference, had o rescue him, o facr,
from the Denver Grevhound Bus security office. The Greyhound gendarmes hauled Lisker off after he demonstrated
his umusudl form of chantng poerry o people in the 1erminal awaning therr rnde mto Boulder. The gendarmes could
oot have paid a greater compliment, especially considering that for many years they had no doubl become aocus-
tomed to the creattve and unusual bebavior of those attracted to the Kerouac school, The bust served as enough of a
credental for me o offer Lisker crash space at the U, of C. dorm building where | stayed for the week.

Wi speat some of the week companng ndies. At the time, | did free-lance writing for local and regional papers
and also worked as the rock cnuc for 5t Lows' old Globe-Democrat newspaper. Lisker published, and sdll
publiskies. a photocopied Bx10, folded-over newsieier of commenary, poems and essays entitled Fermenr! While |
durifully anended beamik workshops, he spemt much of the conference trying oul his chants on the masses, which
tad assembled more (o see ihe counter-culiore celebrites and panake of lhe beach acid and other (nebriapis, The
conference participants did put on guite a show. Abbie Hoffman and Tim Leary had perbaps their greatest show-
down; Gregory Corso publicly razzed several fellow Bear jcons; paneis plucked the memories of homored Bea
yelerams w0 verify mumors about their lives and examine their legal history; Roben Franke screened his movies, Pull
My Daisy and Cocksucker Blues; David Amram did a remarkable concert: a falling-down drunk Chogysm Trunppa
nevertheless let Joose with 4 wise Buddhist homily #nd hand-signal, and Ginsberg introduced a new song entitled
*"Birdbrain’ with 1 new.wavish band called the Gluoos.

1denifying the conference participants as "heros of the 608", or even ns Beats, hippies, hipsiers or “the
counter-culture’ 18 useful only 10 & media that needs a cubbyhole or an imelligence agency looking for something 10
infiltrate. In fact, Abbie Hoffman made the point there thar the word "beatnik" origmaily eerved as o Red smear,
from the Sovier Spumik sarellite, The suffix “nik™ scmslly nelped non-Bear Amenca to teduce the whole generauon
1o 2 Mad Magazine-type lampoon. with a parade of peaceniks, no-goodniks, etc. Although some of the personalinies
that participated in the Kerouac conference have since died—Abbie chief among them—Ginsberg and company seill
provide 3 powerful voice of oppesition to crushing corporatism, mindless consumensm, over-indusmnalization—ihe
sujture w large. | moke this observation despite the far book contracts enjoved by some of the Bear eline, the
rock’n’rall retimues and rumors of their own links w the CLA, There is conspiracy fodder bere yet 10 explore, but a
deconstruction of the Beats as sell-outs to the staus gno seems as fruitiess as boxing them in as relics of 2 paricular
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decade. The On The Rood weel served as an inspiration. & gift of manic enetpy that Kept on giving for many tn
anendance for guite some Hme,. With me, 1t later re-surfaced in the form of Sweamschove! Press

The enormity of celebrity did sesm 10 stand berween the Bearr and thelr propgeny that week, however The
conference pave ampls opportunmity for unknown pocts and non-poets to venl (heir splesn al open mikes, and the
Beat celebrites made themselves available afier workshops and nter-mmgled often with their stodents, They wers
up on a pedeswl, however. and even Lisker's chan could not find & spot on the roster of the poetry competition
made up entirely of known Bear celehs, Abienated even from this group, only the emall-group open mikes—and
maybe a fumre wssuc of Ferment'—remained for the creative expression of others. 1 anended a few of lhese,
regarding & well-conceived rani as a thing of bsauty as | do, and discovered some bup surpnisingly Tew people
raming about comspiracies, OF all the sub-cultires thar Steamshove! wps mio—ai UFO conferences, JFR symposia,
milina gatherings, New Age bazaarc—| have re-discovered many imes that litérary gatnermgs, poetry readings, are
the poorest opponuiities lo sell copies of the mapazine. Alihough imeresied, poets lean oward sell-abzorpdon—and
ustally have thart own book 1o push,

[ did lntle with the lpssone [eamed g the Kerowse conference until an interview with Ram Dazg in 1988 failed
to find publication in the St. Louis press, where the philosopher/psychologist even had an appearante it could help
promote. The micrview ook the form of a Ferment!-sized newslelter circtlated among the handful of people in twn
wio would have an mtersst, Although it was a small, photocopied zineler, it had enough substance 1o send to book
publishers to entreary them for books 10 review i fumre issues. The first three issues of Sreamshovel Press served
that functton, in additon to finding a home fot the conversation with Ram Dass, a5 well as a later one with Imamu
Amiri Baraka that alse did not seem to hald the mierest of the local media. Barska's connection (o the Fair Play for
Cuba Committee m New York (Oswald wos the only member of the New Orleans chapter) provided Sieamshovel's
first push away from literary themes to conspiracy theory

As the magazine's mission evolved and production valaes unproved, Steamshiovel no longer made these aviil-
able a3 back ‘issues and their content is not included o this volume,

Popular Alienation begins with Steamshove! Press #4, By the (ime of the third ssue of the “old" Sreanshovel,
epsrgies were waniug in the conspiracy research community, Mae Brussell died in 1988 and her heirs embroiled
themselves in combat gver thet dispesition of her legacy, which included 2 vasi library that soll has no public access,
Bob Banper, who had long published a journal/magarine named Critigué, the only régular newsstand outle! for
conspiracy research and scrubbed-up rants, sbandoned the effort in favor of joining an mterpersonal self-develop-
ment group. When & friend with aceess to printing equipment offered free printing allowing Steamshowel 3 Targer
format and print-run, it seemed like & pood opporunity to shift s focus from literary angst to ‘alienation central,
another nebulous underground sometimes cubbyholed by the media a5 “conspiracy theoriss.

In fact, the media ofien pairs the word “conspiracy’ with the word *“theory™ In much the same way as the
word ""Beai” was wedded to the suffix "nik." a8 2 means 10 diminish the assertions of cértain wrilers and re-
searchers. Readers will diseover, however, thar while Steamshove! comribumtors do offer theories, they carefully
document them with verifizble Tacts and references when possible, while not shying away from logical conclusions
where smoking guns have long been buried. Steamshove! also includes ample doses of satire, lampoon and seli-lam-
poon (particutarly in SP4) and critiques of political. religious, scientific and computer cultures. The magazine makes
no anempt o reconcile the multuple points of view, to make the research commumty speak in a single voice, or o
fit what it prinis into 2 particular lefi-right political mald. If | had 1o select a favorite among particulac philosophical
piradipms discussed in Steamshove! Press, | would choose Viadimir Terziski's bulletin board model from chapter 6.
The magazine, however, keeps s editorial voice as silent as it can, auempting to give an unfiliered wvoice 1o the
cenfributors—a commitmem to individual insight and expression that it picked yp from the Kerouac conference.
Stegrmshove! Press contatns ranis, to be sore, bui rants of erudition and documentation, not “theories” ihar have no
basis in reality.

Enough copies of Sieamshove! #4 sold 1o rise money for §PS, s fullsize, 60-64 page newspriml, newsstand
magazing that prints the gamut of conspiracy-related material, and each issue has sold enough copigs o produce the
nexl issue and allow some room for growth., Since SPI0, the magazine has included a glossy cover; the corrent
issue includes the Mark of the Beast, the UPC code; circulation figures have improved by 1en omes since SP4—al-
though by a definition thar would include Time and Newsweek, “popular™ may not he the best word w describe
interest in the magazine, save among the aliened (it did make the first of Fucicheet Five's Top Ten zine lists).
Although amentuon has besn paid to it by such mainstream sources as The Smithsonian, the Washingion Post and
[ISA Today, Steamshovel Press remains & parnt of the marpinz] press, not available in booksiores where the Conspir-
acy prevails,

Steamshavel Press does have seventeen disributors in seven different coumtries, however, m lisu of the maga-
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sipe wholesalers that prefer (o shove such sham corporate journalism as Time and Newyweek down the throas of the
discerning newsstand reader, Sreamshove! also deals directly with bookstores interesied in stocking more than fifteen
copies on consignment, {f readers of Popular Alienation have had trouble finding Srearmshovel, please complain to
bookstore management. They can pick up Sfeamshovel from the following partial lgt of dismibution services: AK
Distribution (Scotimmd and San Francisco); Arciurus Books; Armadillo and Company; Counter Productions (Eng-
land); Daybreak Distributors; Desert Moon (505-474-6317; xines@nets.com); Fine Print (512-452-8709;
mpgs@bea.com); Marginal (Canada; 705-745-2326); Nerwork Distributors Limited (Mew Zealand); NMew Leaf (404-
699-7213); News Agents Direct (Ausmaliay; Don Olson Disiribution; Tower Records and Magazines; Ubiquity
(T18-875-B047); Zed Distribution {Canada, 519-570-2196),

| initially made the mistake of telling some of the writers thar Sreamshovel Imended evenually to pay
gontributors with coin of the realm. As the complications of zine economics imerfered with thai goal, snly two
contributors gave up in frustration. One of them actually sued me and was laughed out of court. The contriburions
of both have been left oul of the current volume. Dtherwise, Popular Alienation confains the complete content of
iskues 4-11 of Steamshovel Press (sans the |sniers pages, which were cut for space reasons), plus a virmaal issue, #13
(Chapter 9), Sreamshovel subscribers should note that their subscriptions have been bumped up 2 number and the
delivery of issue #14 will arrive at the 1ime #13 would have otherwise.

Paying money lo contributors remains one of SieamshAovel’s grear ambitions, aod if even has pad small sums
for research and one contribution. For the most part, however, readers will find here research and writing that has
been done only for the sake of revealing hidden truths, regaling others with satire or enlightening them with
explorations of the mellecisal and spirimal dimensions of conspiracies; or just bringing a new perspective 10 a
larger cominunity. The only guarantecd recompense for the work is three contributor copies, Circumstances might
change by the iime potential conwibuiors read this volume, but this is the bowom line that all such cominburors
should understand, They should also know that contributioas work best when limited to 3500-5000 words and have
been submitted in [BM format, These jechnical requirements should not discourage writers, however. Scnbble a ramt
om a banana peel, and Sreamsfovel will at least consider it for publication—as long 4y the sources check oul.

Another connéction between the Beats and JFK; someone named Bill Burroughs ran the concession stand ar the
Texas Theater when Oswald walked in, Thar gqualifies only as a coincidence., ‘When the police followed, this
Burrcughs directed them—perhaps inadvertenily—to the balcony, although Oswald had gone in on the ground floor.
That would qualify as 3 synchronicity, if one thinks that this is what the Burroughs might have done. give a hinle
breathing space to the hapless patsy in his deadly encoumter with a Nova-like mob. Anhur Koesiler sxplaing
synchromicity as serial coincidences that have meaning, an acausal principle that presenis a real challenge o the
stiedy of physics. Koestler's (971 book, The Case of the Midwife Toad, which documents the story of how biologist
Paul Kammerer (who counied Wilbelm Reich among his smdenis) articulared the concept, which Kammerer called
seriglity, before a conspiracy 1o sabotage his work drove him to sulerde. Jacques Vallee has pone on at length in his
1979 hook, Messengers of Deceprion. about the nouon thal personal compuier echnology, through things like
boolean searches, utilizes synchronicity as a functioning principle. Vannevar Bush, a scientific advisor 1o Truman,
predicted the rise of personal computers m 1947 in an essay entitled “As We May Think" Bush is also one of the
alleged signers of the mfamous MI12 documents. Like any good conspiracy theory, these connections reguire some
participation and judgement from the reader (maybe the real Burroughs would have sent the police right to Oswald),
allow little room for closure (unless the reader 15 prepared to confess to a full understanding of Jacques Vallee) and,
hopefully, like much of the preseni volume, stretch boundanes of undersianding.

Renn Thamas
Editor/Publistier
Steamshovel Prass
April 18, 1995
St Louis, MO






Steamshovel Press #13. Summer 1985 | 301

9

Steamshovel Press #13, Summer 1995

Sagan Sees a Moonbase

‘ Prof Savs Bewngs From Outer Space Visited
Earth," from Stars and Stripes, Monday, No-
vember 26, 1962:

o

Some of the best scienfific minds in the cowmry
were stumped when = slender, dark-baired young man
ghalked on the hlackboard this equation:

N eguals R FP NE FL FI, FCL

The speaker was Dr. Carl Sapan, a2 28 year old
assistant professor of astronomy at Harvard Universiy.

His audience consisted of several hundred mem-
bers of the American Rocker Society, gathered for his
luncheon address.

The equation was his way of =xpressing the
mathematecal probability that meelligent beings from
outer space have visited earth.

Sagan soberly explained that in his eguatom N
stands for the number of advaoced civillzations i the
unverse possessmig the capability of interstellar com-
mlricalsen,

R 15 the mean rae of star formation averaged
over the lifenme of the galaxy,

FP is the fraction of stars with planétary systems,

ME 13 the mean number of planets in cach system
with enviromments favarable for the orgin of life,

FL is the fraction of such inhabited planets on
which imelligent life with mampulative abilidies nises
during the lifotime of the local sum.

FC is the fraction of planes populated by imtelli-
gent beings on which an advanced rechmcal civiliza-
Hon rises.

And L ¢ the lifeume or this echnical civilizaripn.

Sagan said information in his formuls s based on
eurrent eshmatés by astronomers. In making calcula-
fions, he assigned each symbol an arbitrary sumerical
value

As expressed in numiters, Sagan sald, the formula
means that ar lease | million of the 106 billion stars m
our Milky Way galaxy have planets which bave devel-
oped civilizanons capable of ravel hetwesn the stars,

"Lat's say thal each of these civilizations sepds

out ong interstellar expedition per year,” he said.

““Thal means that every siar, sich as owr sun,
would be wvisited ar least once every milllon years. In
some systems where these beings found life, they
would make more frequent visits. There's a strong
probability, then, that they visited eanh every few
thousand years,

1t is pot out of the question that armifaces of these
visits stlll exist or even that some kind of base 15
maimizmed, possibly auomatically, within the solar
sysiem, fo provide conumuity for successive expedi-
tions,

"Hecause of wedthenng and the possibillity of de-
tection and inerferenceé by the mbabimms of earth, i
would be preferable not 1o érect such 5 base on the
garth’s surface. The moon seems one reasonable alier-
nalive.

“Fartheomumg photographic reconnaissance of the
mooh from space vehicles—particularly of the back—
might bear these possibilities in mund."

M @ news conference Sagan predicred man him-
5elf would be capable of intersigllar flight at ciose 1o
the speed of light “within a century or two."”

Asked if he believed in Oying saucers, he sad: 1
do belisve there are objects which have mot been iden-
fified. "

Steamshovel Defriz: "It's never besn, 'Oh, gee
rhitr s nothing dike what [ hed imagined., ™" commens
Car! Sagan abowr the growth of his scienfific wnder-
seanding in the JanuaryiFebruary 1995 issue of Skepti-
cal Inguirer, “Just the opposite: [v's exacsly like whar |
imagined. * Whether Professor Sagan is embarrassed
by his early equanons aboul lfe in space or MJI2 por
fa fim, af some Sweamshovel réadérs have suggested,
his S1 aricle underscored his real fear that others sl
add it ug the same wiy he did in 1962 Wmformation
overtpad, bare of the acid head. “If you are awash in
fosr contipents und channelling and UFOs and alf the
long litary of claims 10 well exposed in the Skeprical
Ingmrer, you may nof have the inellecmal roam for
the fingings af sclence:” While this deoes hot really
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seem 1o be o problem with those imierested in such
"fringe" lopics, the skeptics do teem to have their
problems managing informanon. In the following issue
of 5L, a review of a panel on conspiracy theorier iden-
rified the author of Crossfire, a much respected wori;
on the JFK assassinatton by Jim Marrs used in part as

the basis of Oliver Stone's JFK movie, as Jim Muorr
son, Jim Marrison, of course, sang with @ rock bany
called the Doors avd served as the sublec of anotner
liver Stone movie,
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Johnny Meyer: Gemstone’s Link
Between Howard Hughes and Aristotle Onassis
by Gerald A. Carroll

ristorle Onassis carries out a carefully planned

event; He has [Howard] Hughes kidmapped

from his bungalow a the Beverly Hills Hotel,

using Hughes' own men (Chester Davis, born Cesare

in Sicily, et all. Hughes' men either guir. get fired or
stay on in the new Onassis organizarion.

Gemstone 1:9

One of the more amazing, 20d seemingly [mplao-
sible, aspecis of the long-maligned Gemstone thesis is
this wild lale abour Greek shipping tycoon Aristofle
Onassis masterminding a Kidnapping of billionaire de-
fense contractor Howard Hughes 1o 1957, Researchers
who have bothered to dig ground in the Gemstone leg-
end have often kissed it off a5 a fabrication because of
i lack of "proof” that any of the events described
acrually 100k place—the most flagrant falsification be-
ing this "kidnapping and switch™ of Hughes, by Onas-
si§ Of anyone else.

But a closer examination of the Gemsione lan-
guage and some cross-referencing with news accounts
aof that time pamt a dramasically differem pictire, one
of deception of the highest degree.

For example, the Gemstons thesis statés Hughes
men ether quit, get fired or stay oo in the new Onas-
sis orgamzation—ifollowing the alleged kidnapping of
Hughes in the Bahamas in the spring-summer of 1957,
Indeed, key people did peel off guickly and suddenly
in 1957 Noah Dietrich, one of the Hughes Corp.'s
mightiest chief executives, was suddenly "fired™ by
Hughes in 1957. (1) Long-time aide William *Bill"
Gay abruptly resigned, citing “mononucleoss’ as the
vause (2) under mysterious circumsiances. Even publi-
e1st Carl Byoir mysteriously died right before that ill-
fated trip o Nassau (33, It was Byoir's public relations
firm—which served the Hughes Corp. for years, even
after Byowr himsell passed away—hat provided “dou-
bles"" including L. Wayne Rector. These doubles were
well-known to Hughes's asdes.

Also well-known was 3 special man named
Jonnoy W, Meyer. who started out with Huoghes in the
early vears as 3 persomal drrver and became one of the
billionaire’s closest confidames: He set up elaboraie
Hughes parties. including attractive female escorts,
with such high-roilers as zilion Roosevell, President
Franklin D Roosevell's son and a maverick arms
dealer on the side,

Meyer W clearly one of the men who "stay an in

the pew Dnpassis orgamzation’ after the events of
1957. In fact, it was Meyer who broke the tews wo
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassts that ber husband, Aris-
tode, had died of respiratory fwlure on March 5,
1975, (4) Strangely. Jackie had left ber sick husband's
bedside and was sking in New Hampshire whea An
passed on, Meyer, iike he did for Hughes, had 0 do
the diry work. He noiified Jackie of wet another dead
busband.

Meyer nimseil died undsr even more strange con-
ditions. He allegediy got our of his car one night in
Florida i 1983 to relieve himself following his atten-
dance at a party— and the car rolled aver him. killing
him. (%)

Clearly, i was Meyer who was the common
thread between Howard Hughes and Aristotle Onassis.
He was a skilled public relatons expert, and mampu-
lated he media ar every mrn for both men over the
years. |[ Onassis ever wanied o conguer Hughes—
even kidnap him and replace him with a double—he
would need the help of Meyer (o cover it up and keep
a lid on it for years. The exisrence of a man of
Meyer's abilities is enough 0 give the Gemsione pus-
sages a sense of innhfulness regarding this bezarie
kidnap siory. The skills thay propelled the rotund
Meyer 10 prominenoce in the Hughes organization
peaked when he covered for the billionaire in embar-
rassing simuations, partcularly the so=called Brewsicr
Hearmgs of 1947, engincered by muockraking Sen.
Owen Brewster (R-Malne) when it had become known
that Hughes" airplane contracts with the government
were quistioned,

It was intreprd Hearst Corp, Newsman Bob Con-
sidine who blew ihe lid off this story, exposing
Hughes, Ellion Rposevell and the velver cover Mever
had placed over fhe whole sordid mess, Hughes and
Ellioit loved o party logether and Meyer set up these
affairs. Brewster and others were comvinced that El-
liott used his infivence as the president’s son o seek
“the inrercession of s father In order 10 Overnde
Army Air Force obiections™ o arcraft supplied the
U.S, armed forces durmg World War (L (6)

Hughes was angry that an earller warplane design
of his was rejecled 5y the Army Air Forcé—a record.
bregking design that later becamw the model for the
Japanese Zero, one of the most deadly warplanes of
the war, (7] Mever zor tangled up io the mess when
he allegedly “emermined" high government officias
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lavishiv in order o swav their opimons of Hughes'
girplane deats. Many of Lhose parties also included El-
liot and his new wify, Faye Emersou.

Cansiding, with some belp from The Assooated
Press, priginally broke the swry on Aug. 3 by reieas-
ing a lengthy expense-gocount list of Meyer's excesses
“duiy recorded by Hughes' bonkkeepers. (8) Mever's
P.R. skills were evident when he was accused of or-
dering Elliott to stay in Europe—anc ol of (he
LS —unuil the 1944 elections were over and His dad
was safely re-elected.

Then, astonshingly, at the hsiphe of the Brewster
Hearinge and the public owery they were precipriai-
ing, Johnny Mever disappeared, With the key witness
pone, the hearinps eollapsed. (9) An international
manhuni was launched w find the portdy Meyer. The
next day, Hughes irlumpbantly lefi Washmgron Tor
California 10 the cheers of a supporive public (10),
Meyer resurfaced in Hollywood oo Aug. 17, 1947,
but by that time, the hysteria over the Brewster Hear-
ings had subsided and his client, Howard Hughes, was
temporarily off the hook.

Three years laer, Meyer dabbied in oil-rig invest-
ments i Wyoming, & deal that would inevitably |ead
him 10 Onassis, who at that time in 1950 had 1ned o
monopolize the oll-shippiog routes from Saudi Arabia
(11)

Fast-forward to 1957, and it was duly noted that
Meyer recetved 2 S104.666 “loan" from Eguitable
Plan Company that he was under oo obligation w re-
pay (12}, The timing, September 1937, is absolutely
vial, for that was just afier the kidnap and switch of
Howard Hughes was rendered compléte in August, ac-
cording to the Gemstone thesis, and Hughes' personal
aide Donald Nevhaus (13). Was that "loan™ pan of &
payoff 1o Meyer for his cooperution?]

And that was oot the end of the story, Another
discipsure of an additional $125,000 “loan" 1w Mever
fram Enguitable was made on Sept. 6, 1957, Conpres-
sional investigalors, weary of Hughes-related probes,
gathered skewchy, hurried testimony from Meyer end
others and ended up clearing Meyer of any wrongdo-
ing. The coincidences, however, are disconcerting and

lend more eredence o the Gemsiones account (14),

Another damning piece of mformation thar wolld
lmk Mever to any kidnap plot 15 the fact thar e,
along with Bill Gay, accompanied Hughes on that jij.
fated wip 10 Nassau by way of Montreal—from
Hughes headquerters io Beverly Hills (15}, Meve:
stayed with the Hughes party the entire pme the bil-
liomaire staved in Massau,

Later, when he openly swirthed to Onaisis, one of
Meyer's chiefl jobs was © keep 3 Rll-ume waich over
Jackiz (16} As always, Johony Mever did his boss ripht
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lohn Meyer (left). atorney for Howard Hughes, sssiging Ellion Roosevedn (right), son of FDR, againu charpes that Hughes paid ihe
hiotel bills for Rooseveit’s wild purties. (Photo: Gerald Carroll)
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Tom Slick - Mystery Man
by Loren Coleman

as ver not scientifically accepred but for which

tesumonial and corcomstagual evidence exists,
was, during the 19505, formally given the name
“erypiozoology® by the Fremch zoologist Dr. Bernard
Heuvelmans (1993). Early o the hisiory of crypio-
goology, an umusual man was attracted (o the young
spience. His name is Thomas Baker Slick - Tom Slick
to his friends, and as it would mrm o, to most of the
rest of the world for a brief ume. Whar linle is re-
membered (oday abowt Tom Slick 5 associated with
his expeditions in 1957, 1958 and 1939, in pursuit of
the abominable spowmen of the Himalayas, the elusive
yeti of the Sheraps. But there seems to have been
other sides of Tom Slick. As the Texas writer Dennis
Stacy onee nowed, Tom Slick is today Texas™ “forgor-
ien millionaire.” Indeed, Tom Slick was a shadowy
figore who died very mysteriously in 1962, but look-
ing at his Jife apd his deah, as | have done In the last
twenty years, has wmed me down many minguing
paths. As one treks down the trall of Tom Slick, a
furking guestion keeps popping up: was cryplozoology
used as a front to hide a eovert crypropolitical apenda?

T he study of hidden animals, zoological species

Beginnings
We really do not know much about voung Tom's

early life, Bomn mto @ wealthy Texas oil family, his
choices were clearly already set up for him - 1o go
o his father's business, but young Tom had other
ideas. He was an advennurer at hearr. However. the
beginning was 4 classic privileged ope. His first two
years of ingh school were spent at Oklahoma City's
Classen High School. Tom's father died in 1930, and
the next vear Tom went 1o Phillips Exeter Academy 1
Eaerer, Wew Hampshire, Dating from 1721 and' nes-
{led among starely eims in the 19305, Phillips Exerer
was and s en old college-preparatory school of the
highest academic and social standing. The sons of
Presidents Lincoln, Gram, and Clevelond arendsd the
school. Politically forward thinkers from Damel ‘Web-
ster o the Democranc Senaror from West Virgoa,
Jay Rockefeller, auended Exeter. Cofounder of the
Americans for Demperatie Aciion Arthur M. Schiesm-
ger, Ir., for sxample, was an uppérclassman o the
same tme Tom Slick was there.

While st Exeter, Tom was mawnly involved in his
sdies and chasing young women, dccording 1o 0
friend he made there who wowld remain close to Tom
unifl his deash, ‘Siewart Strong (*°3,5,"") Wilson, wha |

interviewed in 1980, was Tom's closest friend at Exe-
fer. thes alsp ar Yale, Coming from Oracle. Arizona,
Wilson foand thar Slick and he were immediately
drawn 1o cach other becmuse of their common interests
in the Spanish lanpuage, Mexican food, mmching, and
dating. Wilson recalled that Slick was very handsome,
and rather popular with “the ladies.” Tom did have
time to be @ coxswain on the Academy’s rowing crew
tearm, as well (Slick, 1989). Tom also was the Presi-
derit of the Southern Club (Esetzr, 1934). On campus,
Tom Slick wore a long black overcoat and blick Siet-
son hat, and 5 said (0 Bave velished the lshel of
Southwestern nonconformist he was given @t Exeter
{Lubar, 1960). In 1934, Slick graduated from Phillips
Exeter Academy

The Young Man and The Loch Ness Monster

Afier his graduation from Phillips Exeter, Tom
Slick would go to Yale University in New Haven,
Connecticut, Here, Slick was 2 member of the resi-
dential college of Pierson, and became a member of
the Political Union. Tom's scademic record was goud,
be ranked a fecond or third during his first three
vears, and eventually graduated Phi Bera Kappa ln
1938, as a pre-medicine biology maior (Yale, 1989). 1
have besn unable to dewermine what secret society
Slick joined, if apy. aithough he is not listed oo any
of the published Skull and Bones lists.

5.5. Wilson, Slick's friend from Exeter., as noted.
was at Yale, and roomed with Slick. The wwo buddies
were consiantly together, and most of their activities
overlapped. For example, Wilson managed the Pierson
football team on which Shck played. But mainly, ac-
cording to what Wilton remembered. Slick, Wilson,
George Nichols, lohn Francis, John Melson, and
Rawson Goodwin all weére members of an mformal
group who would gel in Slick’s car and take trips o
Vassar, Smifth, and Wellesley o spend weskends so-
ciahizing with “college girls" (Wilson, 1989,

In addition, | dispovered from casually falinng to
Wilean thal during their Yale years, Slick actuallv
weni 10 Lioch Mess and looked for the Loch Ness
monisters, the large humped beasts said 1o resomble
gigannt long-necked seals or walerbound dinosaurs.
Since a3 new road was dynamited around the hills of
Loch Ness In 1933, scores of sighiings have occurred.
Duripg the summer of 1937, Slick. Wilson, Nelson,
and Goodwin took Slick's 1934 maropn Buick sedan
anourd the Bremen, debarked in Germany, and then
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drove 10,000 miles all around Eurppe During Au-
gusy, [937, the group, al Slick’s urging, traveled wo
Scotland’s fabled Loch Ness. They speat & few davs
talkmg 10 resdemts abowl the reporied monsters. and
searching the water's surface for any signs of the crea-
mres, They definnely staved for 4 ome wn Invemness
and Drumnadeochit, The laner village 15 locaed on
Urguhart Bay, siie of the ancient Urqubim Castle and
location of numerous monster encouniers, Around the
ttme Shick and his party were g Loch MNess, on2 of
the more memorable monster sightings occurred from
a tea-room at the Halfway Houss nesr Fowvers In Au-
pust, 1937, the Reverend William Graham saw. rwo
separate four feet high bmoops, the color of ao ele-
phant, creming a heavy weake as ihe creamne moved
along ar thirty-five miles an hour (Whyte, 1957). Bur
the Slick proup was ip see nothng. For Shick, how-
ever, his search for unknown animals had begun, The
Loth Ness monseers teally pot Shick excited, his friend
told me (Wilson, 1989). From Europe, Slick's fmends
would retdm with his car 10 Amenca while Tom went
on to Russia to allegedly see what it was like there
before going home. We do not koow what Slick did in
Germany or Russia dunng his pre-War World [F visis
to these poliically imporiant pations,

Playboy Slick and Howard Hughes

For a year or so afier graduming, Slick lived o
Oklahoma City, but in 1939, he established hiz home
m San Antonio, Texas, and remained there for the rest
of his life. By his late thirties, Tom Shck, like his
father, had tumed prématrely white-hared. This did
not dimmizh hiz good looks, and in his bachelor days
{and apparenily during his marriages) he kept the com-
pany of many acraclive socialites and budding Holly-
wood starlets. Thomas Baker Slick, Jr. was an atrac-
tive man, and be seemed to have known 1. Some five
feet, eleven inches mll, he was always fit and mum,
never weiphing much over one hondred and sevemy
pounds, even inio his fories. An ¢arly contact in Cali-
fornia was Howard Hughes. They bath were from
Texas and shared much in common including travel-
ing, women, Hollywood, inventions, the oil and air-
line industries, and the intelligence business. Tom
Slick and Howard Hughes became such close friends
that they had adjoining cottages at the Beverly Hills
Hotel. Like Hughes, Tom was not your typical jet-set
ting plavboy, for he was excited by stmulating eon-
versations with his female associates as' well as by his
allegedly frequent sexual Encounters.

One of the many stories about Tom Slick is that
he, like Hughes, had more than a passing imterest in
Las Vegas. Slick, it was rumored, had & large finan-
pial mierest with Mickey Cohen in the town's first

casmio; Ly Bencho Vegas, uniil # burned down, Sk
5 even reporied 0 beve kpown Jack Buby and g
sisted with the early running of guns o Cuba for e
Mafia, usiog & Fionda branch office, Transworld Re-
sources as s avenue of delivery for the mob and,
possibly, some hidden fedaral agency. Transworld Re
pources, 3 Shck-owned vompuany, publicly was sad o
hold smuneral rights to locations m Mexico, Alasks,
and California. What s kmown Gor cenain is that Tom
Slick fad been involved with the CIA for a loug tme
via Slick Alrwayvs

Saipun and the CIA

During World War Il Slick voluneered for Nawy
Service immediately afier Pearl Harbor was stacked
on Decembéer 7. 1941. Turned down for poor eve-
sight, he served os 3 “dollar-a-year man,"” i the role
of a shipping officer of the War Production Board in
Washington, D.C. for six months. After {hat he rans-
ferred and served for one year as a cargo officer of
the Bpard of Econotic Welfare in Chile. The official
record tells us that when the Nawy relaxed its. evesight
requirements, he served in Hawaii, im Sapan, and
with the eccupation in Japen (Coleman, 1989,

In reality, Tom Slick’s military record is not too
derailed in the archives | was able to examine. b Sai-
pan, Slick wrote. i his shor resume, he was a com-
manding officer of an ol tagk farm. The Japanese
built & naval base a1 Saipan when it became their term-
tory in 1919 and mantdined i untl the Unimed Suates
captured (he =i in July, 1944 What has only become
koown years loter s that the Central lonelligence
Agency's “Special Operations Division had ’a home
away from home' under Mavy cover on the Pacific
island of Satpan' (Marchetti and Marks, 1974), |n the
early 1950s, Koreans and Taiwansse wers the recipi-
ents of the CIA's advanced training on Saipan, and
apparently starting in 1959, Tibetans came too. '‘The
ClA &cility used a miliary designatipn, Naval Tech-
nical Training Unit, for its cover, Recruits were Tlown
in at night by C47 aircrafl like those of Civil Awr
Transport. New arrivals were blindfolded on the
ground enroute (o the base. Bur the CIA facility had
beeni buill on (he Righest mountsin on the eland, with
surroundings plainly visible to the trainees' (Prados
1986), What was the extent of Tom Slick's involve
ment with the intelligence communiry's early develop-
meni of the Sapan tratning center? One wonders-was
the oil tank farm merely part of the cover siory? And
how involved was Slick?

Flying Tigers, C1A and Slick Airways
Tom Slick jomed his brother Earl in founding
Slick Airways in January 1946 o allegedly fll the

—
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voud m air cargo fresght delivery. Slick Alrways and
Flying Tiger Lines, during the late 19405 and 19503,
had e cormer on the marker, and Mew many fast-
paved and excuiag jobs, recalling images we all have
from the early scenes in the /ndigna Jones movies,
and John Wayne's 1942 fiim, Fiying Tigers. Comng
o of the advenmrous days of pre-World War 11 “fly-
ing tiger” pilois who “flew the Hump," that is, ook
cargo over (he Himalayas to China, Slick Airways
carried o0 a thoiling tradition. O§8S-connected men
have had many sirange links to these times, The
055"s Colonel Meran Cooper would, In 942, be-
gome Chiel of Staff of General Claire Chennaulc's
Flymg Tigers n Cluna (South, 1972). It was Cooper
who was (he adventurer and the writer/producer/direc-
tor of the firsu King Kong movie (1933) sarring Fay
Wray.

Incredibly, little discussion has ever been mude of
the similar evolutiopary beginmings of Chennanil’s and
the CIA's Civil Air Transport and Air America, and
the origins of Eari and Tom Slick's Slick Airways,
Inc, Claire L. Chennanlt, who was bom in Texas m
1890 and trained as a military aviator at San Anromio's
world-fmnous Kelly Field, was destined to smbody ad-
venture and derring-do. Afier years of tebuilding the
Chinese Air Force, Chenomilt ook command of the
Chinese-based American Volunteer Group (AVG) dur-
ing the summer of [941. The AVG (or Flymg Tigers
as they soon came w© bz known) was ininally created
to insure the safety of the land supply route from
Burma to China. These were the famed pilos who
overflew the Himalayas, protecting the ransportation
of valuable supplies (Leary, 1984),

At the end of World War II, Chennault se1 about
1o create & Chinese-based American-ownied airline, the
Civil Alr Transport (CAT), Meanwhile, former mem-
bers of the AVG n the United States decided to estab-
ilsh 1We pionéer air freight companies. Robert
Prescon, one of Chennault's men, was (0 head one,
Flying Tigers, Inc. The other company was Slick Adr-
ways, loc., which origmally staned as an ides of Eari
Frumes Slick. but was something in which Tom Slick
quickly became inicresied, Hirng pilots Earl bad once
worked with, and buving planes from the muiitary,
Slick Airways was the sumber ope @r cargo Irans.
porter in the 19505 (Davies, 1972; Business Week,
1951; Coleman, 1989; Leary, 1984).

In 1950, the CIA secretly purchased Chennault's
CAT. and then in 1959, CAT became Alr America
{Leary. 1%84), Other mriines that are connected 10 the
ClA have been mentoned in the public record. such
2% Alr Asia. Southern Air Transpon and Intermountun
Aviation. but the CIA had remined the right to defete
at least one afiine from an sxpose of thetr propnetary

organizations (Marchewi and Marks, 1974), How
deeply involved was Slick Airways in this interwoven
network of ClA companies and contracts? Inirguing
hinis alwavs existed. One ndividual who evidences a
direct connection between Slick Airways and CAT is
Robert Rousselot, who worked for both (Leary,
1989). Rousselor was highly regarded by the Centrai
Intelligence Agency:

“Chief Pilot Rousselot was the key link between
CAT and the CIA for coven missions.... Rousselot
took charge of operational planning and selection of
erew, The chiel pilot looked Tor capable, responsible
individoals, who would complete a mission if at all
possible but would abomt when necessary, ... As vae
former case officer recalled, Rousselot always deliv-
ered"" (Leary, 19B4).

Slick Aireays was a good idea. It was the carga
freight leader of the U. 5. and on April 16, 1951, the
company became (he world's first operator of fhe
highly revolutionary and speciutlized cargo plane, the
Douglas DC-6A. Shorly American Asrlines. then
most of the rest of the passenger carriers were jump-
ing umto (he freight business, Opposivon from the
commercial alriines seemed to have been befting Shck
Airways losing an important decision regarding iheir
merger with Fiying Tiger Lines in the late 1940s.
Slick Airways never regamed its ceniral posibion, sup-
posedly, The company spuned along through mals
and fesis in 1959 and 1965, and was finmily bouphe
out by Airlift in 19656, The holding company, Slick
Corporation, sill has some Airdift wock, but in the
1970s aiso bad interests in Drew Chemical Company
and Pulvensing Machinery plant (Davies, 1972). Fly-
ing Tigers was purchased by Federal Express (now
FedEx) In the |980s,

The ClA expert Professor Willlam M. Leuary
noles in his book Perilous Misstory (Universiy of
Alabama, 1984) thar the Air America precursor, Civil
Atr Transport (CAT) was very involved with Standard
Vacuum Oil Company, as (heir main supplier of awr
fue). Standard Vacuum Oil Company was the em-
ployer of Harry Gillmore, Peter Ryhines®s and Tom
Slick's man n Sumatra myng o irack down more on
the arang pendek, the lutle hairy bipedal unknowns of
the weods. From at ledast the summer of 1958 through
{he spring of 1959 the Slick-sponsored Ryhiner-Gill-
more team operited o Sumatrs looking for the orang
pendek and the special fitle hawy rhunos of that |siand
nation. Interestmgly, in the secret Bistory of the CIA,
1958 was the year that ihe muclligence organization
supported an ami-Sukamo coup m Indonesia With &
fleet of B-26 bombérs, On May 1B, 1953, ome Amen-
can piiot, Allen Pope, was <hof Jdown and captured.
Aceording 10 Vieror Marcherti and John D. Marks




308  Populsr Alenalion

{The ClA and the Cull of Inelligence 1974, p, 29
“Although .5, government officials claimed thar
Pope was a ‘soldier of forune,” he was in fEe1 an
emplovet of a ClA-owned propnetary company. Civil
Alr Transpori. Within a few months afer bemg re-
leased from pnison four years later, Pope Was again
fiving for the ClA-this trme with Southern Air Trans.
port, an agency proprietary mrline based in Mi-
ami . The CIA later produced a pomngraphic movie
usite 3 stand-fn for Sukarno in an auempl (o disoredit
the léader, "

Whar we now know from the release of informa-
Hon i 3 1993 Supreme Court case nvolving the Cen-
wral Imelligence Agency and E-Sysiems is that Tom
Slick was mvolved with the CIA via Shck Amways
soon after its creauon. The case concemns Erwin Rau-
tenberg and his Los Angeles air freight company
named Alr-Sea Forwarders. Rautenberg agreed in
1956 1o let the CIA usc his company's mame. 1t be-
came 2 subsidiary of the CIA proprietary. Alr Asis,
which was in tum pan of Air America and was finally

they had walked away from millions of dollars m
debis lefi when they were really using Air-5ea as 3
front. Alinost in passing some jnleresting notws for our
story appeared in the midsi of the New York Thnes'
May 17, 1993 anicle on the maner, Edwin Rautenberg
is Quoted as explaining: *'Untdl 1956, the C.1LA. pro-
prictary worked through a2 company called Slick Alr-
ways. Then they started their own operation and ran
immediately into tax problems with the state of Cali-
formia. As & Federal agency, they were lax-exempt,
but they eouldn't say so. They wanted to maintain
their secrecy and still not pay raxes.” Rautenberg
noted the government did a litde research and found
that an infcroational freighi-loader 18 tax-exempt in
Califormia, looked wround and discovered Alr-Sea,
“They made a dedl with me in the lae fall of 1956, ™
he said, “'An operation would be conducted under the
name of Air-Sea Forwarders, 3t would be an entirely
different business, " During the Viemam War, business
poomed, bur with the fall of Sajgon i 1975, the CIA
sold Air Asis for a huge loss o E-Systems. Rawten-
berg, by the way, lost his case hacause the Supreme
Court refused w unseal 3 secrecy order governing the
casc. (As a sideline here, President Clinton’s very
own US Trade Represeniative Mickey Cantor was
Raurenberg's lawyer and it was m his offices where,
on behall of the CIA and the Justice Department, (he
secrecy order was presented for Rawenberg. A govern-
ment anomey and Cantor wid Rautenberg 1o sign. Un-
der protest he complied. then sought a new lawyer.)
E-Systems remains in the news. Raytheon (makers

of the apparently less-than-supcessiul Fainol ant-mn
sile rockets) recently took over E-Systems of Dalla
Texas. It will cost Raytheon 2.3 billion dollars i
cash. In the story m The Bosion Globe \April &
1995), E-systems 18 described & “a successful make:
of electrome surveillance and commumications sy.-
jems. " While Raytheon u noted as wanting this com-
puany as @ defence industry purchase, Ravtheon o
painted as a commercial company that has recemiy
been buying “‘comstruciion, computer REtWarking anﬁ
washmg machines" businesses. Tt s not until page 22
that we learm “E-5 v an oddin' In the defense indus.
try Il s 2 growing company in & mche largely pro-
tected from US budget cuts. The company specidliz=s
in electronics for reconnmissance and muliary iniell)-
gence,"" This 5 “a pant of the defense budget that i
probably more stable than others,” Lowell Lawson,
E-Systems charman and chiel executive officer s
guoted as saving (p. 22).

E-Systems will rewain Uts name and corporare
headquarters in Dallas where it emplovs 16,000 peo-
ple, “Besides gpy planes, the company provides elec.
ironic svsiems for Ajr Force One, the president’s
plane,'’ noted The Boston Globe.,

Connections and the FBRI

Blick Airways was not Tom Slick's only venre,
however. Followmg the lead of ar least three gensra
tions of Slicks, Tom was Chagman of the Board of
the Slick-Ursche! Oil Company,. laer renamed the
Slick Oil Company. Shortly before Shick's death, this
company was worth abowt nine million dollars and
Shck owned twenry-five percent of 1t

Slick was deeply involved in many other business
emerprises as well. He was 2 partner in Slick-Moor-
man Land and Canle Company; Chairman of the
Board of Transworld Resources Corporation; Directors
a1 Dresser Industries, Bailey-Selburm Oil and Gas
Lid.,, Dynamics Rescarch. Inc., Dymamics Ilron &
Steel, Inc., Quamia Electronics Co., Summit Valley
Land Corp., Guinga American Intermational Corp..
Slick Airwavs, Ine.. Slick Corporation, and Beatrice
Perry, Inc, Tom Slick was making major achieve-
ments that would be recognized by his heing chosen
“Young Man of the Year 1948" by the San Antonio
Chamber of Commerce., und recoiving an honorary
Doctor of Science degree from Tromuty University 0
1953,

Slick had many opportunitics to travel to such Jo-
cales as the Soviet Union, South America, and India,
and was in many miernational networks. In the area of
world affairs, the public Tom Slick was supportive of
an innovative ides leading to the possibility of interna-
tional disarmament. Slick wrote Two books on the

———~
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topic. The Lasi Gremr Hope was privaely published
and disseminated in 1951, Permanent Peace was
printed and distributed fairly widely by Prentice-Hall
m 1958, He proposed in these books a plun that pro-
moted world disarmoment by way of small omtonal
armies slowly décreasing in sréngth as an ifMernd-
tional police foree backing a globdl rale of law grew
bigaer. It was an early version of ""The New Waorld
Order.™

Slick founded the Strategy for Peace Conference.
The fiest and second meetings were held at the Arden
House m New York in Jupe 1960 and January 1961,
The third ook place ar the Axrlie House m Virginia in
Ocrober 1961, The faurth was scheduled for Novem-
ter 1962, but with Slick's death in Ociober, it is not
certain if the last conference ever took place. It seems
rather obvious (hat he was under waichiul eye of the
FB! during this time, as my FOIA search reveals
dovumenis showing an sctive invesdgation of Tom
Slick was takmp place from Janpary 1961 throush
Febriary 1962. A memo. with mugh blacked  out,
dated Jamary 5, 1961, has the FBl looking into amy
subversive activities in his background regarding @ re-
guest from the Army War College National Seraregy
Seminar; scheduled for Jupe 1961, On February 21,
1962 the US Office of the Auorney General in Wash-
mgwon D.C, has the FBI checking on Slick and four-
reen other blacked out individuals for reasons that are
so heavily masked as to be onknown. A ClA FOIA
came back denying anything was in their files on Tom
Slick or Slick Airways!

Siick was a member of an elie circle of interna-
nonalisis m such organizations as the U 3, Committee
for the Umied MNations - Member Advisory Commines
on Educanon and Public Affairs, as well as the Na-
tional Advisory Beard of the United World Federal-
ists. He joined together such individuals as Cyrus Ea-
ton, Norman Cousins, limmy Siewar:, Albert
Schweitzer, Jawaharlal Nehro, Dwight Eisenhbower,
Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., Winston Churchill, and John
Foster Dulles (whose brother was Allen Dulles, Dirso-
tar of the Central Intellipence Agency) i his informal
group discussions on world peace.

Cryptopelitical and Cryptozoology

Iniriguingiy, as Tom Skick's role in ineernanonal-
ism began to mcrease and his CIA coverr role with
Slick Akrnways supposedly was on the decpzase, e se-
cret war 1 Tibet appears (o have figured n some new
interesis of his - (he search for the abommable snow-
men in the Himalayas of the Nepalese-Tibetan border.
Bur what {f some of these vet searches were espio-
nase operations mmed at spying on Chinese military
and polingal activines in Tiber? Before we move nto

looking at the Shick expeditions, let us pause and see
il there are percusors in the past for such activities,
Have cryptozoological pursuns been used and wiapped
within elaborate cover storigs for politically motivated
coverl operatigns?

Historical Background

Individuals important to° crypozoological chron-
icles have been involved with secret imtelligence ner-
works for over rwo hundred years. For example, in
1769, South American reports of the five-fooi-tall ape-
like creamre called the didi were collecied by the
botanist. naturalist and doctor, Edward Bancroft (Heu-
velmans, 1959) Bancroft also called himself lacobus
Wan Zandr (Sanderson, 1961), and was an espionage
agent,

Dr. Edward Bancroft, internationally known s an
expert on tropical plams, is an interesting figure in
crypropolitical hisiory, Benjamin Franilin had spon-
sored Bancrofi for membership m the Roval Sociery of
London. When Franklin was al the American Embassy
in Paris, Edward Baperofi, Franklin's friend and chier
assistant, orgamized 3 cell of British spies, beginning
in 1772, During his sojourn in Paris, Bancroft left
weekly dispaiches Tor the British wrilten in invisible
ink berween the lines of love letters of a "Mr
Richardson” and placed in a bonle in a bollow tree at
the Tuilenes. Frankim, who was mvolved w ocoult
cittles, such as the Lodge of the Nine Sigiers m Pans
angd Sir Francis Dashwood’s Hell<fire Club outside of
Londen, is viewed by Richard Deacom in ms 4 Ais
rary of Brinsh Secrer Service as merely pant of the
British mielligence perwork set up by Bancrofi and
others, (Coleman, [985), Fuphermore, Dr. Bamcrofi's
assoedme, Sir Princis Dashwoed, was thought to have
rraveled o Calcutta and Bengal (SHver and Lasky,
1977), thes even placing him w the sphere of Tibet,
the location of our story,

Titbet, Pundas and Spies

Tibet certainly was worthy of a Tom Slick adven-
ture. The teceol bstory of this snowy Asian plaleau-
fenced T by the Himalayes 1o itg souih aod sir.
rounded by the body of China w s nonh and east-is
central 1o gaimng insighis im0 the ferplay hetween
the cryprozoological and eryptopolineal, Before we
delve too deeply into the lawe 19505 und carly 19605
web of yetl searches and seeret imtelligence, et us step
back over sixty vears dgo to the days when the g
panda was still 4 eryprozoological woneder, quickly be-
coming 4 zoological prize, Tiber's lands puarded the
secrer of e glant panda from the Wesl untl the mu
merous Amencan sxpeditions of the 19305 began 1o
retrn with speeimens for namral history musenms
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The Tirel emediion 1o obidin 4 dead mant panda for
mouning was led by Kermi Roosevell, Teddy's son
The second expedition 4o kill pandas was headed by
Brooke Dolan of the Philadelphia Academy of Naniral
Sciences during 1930-1932 (Morris, 1966, Perry,
1969)

Eatly piam panda callector Kermit Roosevelt's
son, Kermit or "Kim,"' was |sier involved in Wild Bill
Danovin's Office of Stiategic Services (0S8). and the
postwar Central Imtellipence Agency (ClLA) Kim
Roosevell 15 credited wilh hving an almost James
Bond-like emsience #nd being the one man responsible
for the 1953 CIlA coup against znd overthrow of
President Mossadegh and his Iranian government, In
1942, when the United Stures decided they nesded o
post m Tibel 1o assure the BPalal Lama of American
friendship, they micked the O8S for the task, Chosen
for this specific assignment were the agénts Lieutenan
Colonel Tolstoy {emigre grandson of the famous Rus-
suin novelist) and guess who-Captain Brooke Dolan,
e avcomplished adveniurer, Far Easiom explores;
and giant panda hunter. In later vears, Tolstoy would
become s general manuger of Florida's Marineland, a
movie producer, and culfivator of Babamian sponge
beds {Smith, 1972).

Durmg the secret pussion. Tolstoy and Dolin had
first flown imto India before mravellng through Nepal to
the Forbidden City of Lhasa, Tibet. There they ex-
changed gifts with the Dalal Lama, and thus cemented
the Amencan meelligence commumnity's toelinld m the
region. From Lhass, ther caravan set oul across unesx-
plored Eastern Tibet toward Chungking, studving the
potentizl rowte for a military road and poting on their
map the sites of possible airfields (Ford, 19700, At
Chungking, Tolswoy and Dolan would have no doubi
run inte an 0SS staff member and jolly amateur chef
named Julia MeWilliams Child. Today, Julia Child i=
best known as the public television’s “French Chef™
{Smith, 1971, Upon their return 1o the Stawes, Tolstoy
and Dolan secretly received the Legion of Merit.

0SS vewran Leonard Francis Clark mentioned be-
g m Tibet as the first foreigner since Tolstoy. Clark
went op an expedition to Tibet in the late 19405 i an
atiempl 1o rally the Chinese Moslems against the Chi-
nese Communists. In his book The Marching Wind, he
made mentimm of abominable snowmen and apparently
believed in them,

Yeti Searching and Covert Operations?

The vorwex of intelligence operatives cocnected
with eryplozoology seems to be especially conecen-
trated around the mysterious figure of Tom Slick, for-
gonen Texas oil millionaire and yen searcher,

How mvolved, therefore, was Tom 5lick in cover

operatioms? Did the search for fhe abominable snow.
men serve merely 25 a cover” We kmow, for example,
Slick was in the foothills of the Himaleyas many times
throughout the mid-1950s5. Was he there only for ming
Science research and yeti mvestigations? lo the liers.
ture about the unknown war between the Chinese apg
the Tibetans, there is @ mysterious episode concermng
an apparent C1A agent who comes 10 2 famous Indian
bordemown o discuss seiting up an arms supply line
with the Tibatans. "It was in Lhe guise of 3 wouns thay
Al Amenzan came (0 Kalimpong o the sprifg of
1955.... The Americio who came in 1955 may have
been a diplomar but he was most probably o spy. He
15 not further idemified by the man who tells the
story, Georpe M. Pauerson, a Scottish mussionary who
had worked in eastern Tibet, spoke the lanpuage,
wrnie several books abouwt the country, and resided in
Kalimpong"' (Prados, 1986),

By 1958-1959, Tom Slick was running the expedi-
tions in pursuii of the abominable snowmen from his
home in San Anmnto. Peisr and Bryan Byroe were
Slick’s agents in the field. Most of the time, (he
Bymat werd not im the field. Instead, they would stay
in West Bengal, Caleuttn, Darjesling, or other eastern
Indian cuies. One West Bengal city, Kalimpong, the
site of the meeting between the mysiery man and
George Panerson, was actuaily viewed as a “'spy cen-
ter." The New York Times of April 4, 1959 detailed
Prime Mimster Nehru's one-hour news conference
held 1o answer Chinese Communist charpes that Ka-
limpong was being used as the base for Tibetan sub-
versive activities. Nehru said that the city was ofien
described as a mest of spies of innumerable nationali-
tes, and he had heen wld by an mformed source that
there were more spies i Kalimpong than the rest of
ths inhabitamis, The Prime Minlister contimsed, stating
that after the Communists wok over in China all kinds
of people went to Kalimpang under assumed identilies-
some as technical people, some 3s bird warchers,
some as journallsts and somie as jus| scenery admirers.

Ornithology and Espionage: The Old Boy Network

It appears that birdwarching and spying were
never far apart m the secret world of mielligence op-
eratives. Former ClA director James Schlesinger and
coverl actions expert Desmond FitzGerald enjoved
both pasumes. Birdwaching could be 2 useful cover
Take, for example, a person like 8. Dillon Ripley
Ripley, & nowed omithologist and postwar Secretary of
{he Smithsonian Instintion in Washington, was the
chief of the OSS counterintelligence branch for south-
east Asia,

Film Ect]nnhupiukcdupthismﬂ!ad.lnmcﬁlﬂf-
The Dogs af War, based om Frederick Forsyes

R
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novel aboul covert operations i an African nation, the
pero, played by Christopner Walken, goes o this
country, disguised as a birdwascher, @ do reconmais-
sance for a mission. The Wilken characier is shown
reading an African bird field guide on the flight over,
o familiarize bumself with the names of the looal
birds,

The most famous (though ficdonal) agemt i mod-
g popular literamre is based on this ormithology -es-
pionage connection, and the creator of this tharacrer
has links to our yet story, Peter Byrme. thanks w
Tom Slick, me: with many “‘former” inelligence (ndi-
viduals Tn West Bengal, including World War [ Bri-
l&h Inrelligence officer lan Fleming. Fleming was to
become famous for his series of fictional spy books
fearuring the British secret agent (07, James Bond,
And, of course, as most people know, the name
“James Bond™ was actually the real name of the
author of the book The Birds of the West [ndies, lifted
by Fleming for use in his novels. The "original 007,"
by the way, was the English mathematician, astrologer
and weeultist Dr. John Dee (1527-1608). Dee served
as Queen Elizabeth's persenal spy. 007" was, in
fact, Dee's code number, and was adopied by Ian
Flgming for "'lames Bond™ (Rosenbiat, 1989),

The nerworks and connections between the 2505
explorers, ormithologists, cryprozooiogists and spies
are under-smdied, vet revealing. lan Fleming was the
brother of Peter Fleming, explorer and wrier. One of
the latter Fleming's most rémarkable books 18 Srazile
ign Advenmure., a work i the tradifion of Percy Faw-
cett, Another classic is Fleming's Bayonets fo Lhaa,
an account of the British invasion of Tibet m (904,
Peter Fleming was a school-years buddy of Ralph Iz-
zard, Gerald Russell, and Ivan Sanderson-all individu-
als deeply involved in the search for the yeu and, to
varying degrees, iriemds with Tom Slick. Lrzzard led
the (954 Daily Maii expedition 1o the Himalayas m
search of yeri, Russedl wis 4 member of lzzard’s 1954
prek and headed the 1958 Slick-Johnson Snowman éx-
pedition to eastern Nepal, and Sanderson was involved
in all mammer of cryplozoological invesigations (in-
cluding an African expedition with Bussell in the
19305) and writings, authoring the classic Abomirtabie
Srowmen m 1961, Sanderson was 3 consuliani mwm-
ber of Slick's 1960-1962 search for Bigfoot, he so-
zalled Pacsfic Northwest Expedition headed by Bob
Titmus, then Peer Byrae.

Ivan T, Sanderson was s commander 1 the Brl-
ish Naval Imelligence Service from [940-1945, as-
signed 1o the Caribbean because of hiz roological ex-
periences there, The famed cryptozoologist’s warime
connectons to spying apparently did not end i L9435,
Sanderson 2ives 3 hinr g some of Qis miormalion

sources remained in the realm of the imelligence net-
work m one passage i fus book Abomunable Soow-
men; Tharem Sanderson (1961) demils we. curious en-
counters with the giany harry Tok. given to him by “'a
young American, then i the service of his country,
who had been born in the Shan States and brobght up
there, his paremes haviog been missioparies.” Sander-
son “was asked ool o publish' the man's name,

This individual, it appears, was probably a mem-
ber of e extraordinary Young family who were -
sponsible for serting up the Burma Baptist Mission,
The Sanderson contact Was, no doubt, William Young,
who was:

*...perhaps vme of the most effective agents cver,
[who| was born m the Birmese Shan States, where his
grundfather had been missionary o the 1] tribes. Ar-
riving [ Burma @t the furm of the cesiury, Grandfa-
ther Young ppened a Baprist mission i Kenguung City
and began presching w o the nearby Laho hill tribes,
Although they undersiood litde of Mis Christian mes-
sage, @ tocal oracle had onee prophesied the coming af
2 white deiey, and the Lami decided that Reverend
Young was God. His son, Harold, lmer mheritad his
divinity and used 11 to organize Lahu inelligence gath-
ering forays into southern Ching for the ClA during
the 19505 When Willlam was lookmg Tor 2 job In
1958 hiy faker recommended bim o the ClA, and he
was hired™” (MeCay, 1972).

In the hook Uninvired Vimtors, Sanderson (1967)
disousses how he was called 1o the Pemtngon for o
bnefing; this 5 an odd eveni for someons Who sup-
posedly has po official lies to \be govermment. Sander-
son appears to have maintalned moopen line to some
members of the espionage coMInuUnIEY.

Carfeton Coomn:
Spying, Anthropology und Cryploroology

Peier Byrme and Tom Slick also had contact with
glemenis of American inlelligence. Oae of Tom
Slick's earllest vetl consultants was Careon Coon,
professor of anthropology and former Office of Strte-
p1c Services agem. Coon wag consulting for the Shck
yet expeditions from the very hegiomng, having been
at one of the firee meetnge acended by Tom Slick's
assistont Cathy Maclean, Peter Byme. and Life's Jim
Greenfield in Darjeeling, India. op January 16, (957

Within espionage cireles Coon's work for the OS5S
was legendary. One of (he first missions of Donovan's
spy organizanop was operstion TORCH, the invasion
of North Africa, involviny agents such as Peter Tomp-
Kins who fas gone on wownle about pyramids, Carle-
ton Coon was 11 chatge of TORCH and the affar was
such 4 success that it inswred (e fuwre of the O8S,
055's teadership. who were larer conmected lo the
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Central Intellipence Group, then the Central Inelli-
geoce Agency, would never forget Coon for hus con-
rributions 1 the budding Amencan imelligence com-
ULy

Ganthit. Inc. of lpswich, Massachosetss (Coon's
residence in his late years) published the small book,
A North Africa Story: The Anihropologist gr 0SS
Apent []-1943 by Carleton 8. Coon, in 1980. It s
filled with Coon’s 1930 writngs of his explons, with
historical background supplied by the editors 81 Gam-
bit.. The hook 15 an imieresting inkight inio the dual life
that Coon led, And lhe mestly code-nated cheraciers
along the way hint a5 the overlaps that mwigue us, as
well, There's “Levy,” for éxample, a young French-
man who Coon did not like becanse of the way he
treated the Arabs, Coon noted, nevertheless, that this
individual “‘claims w0 have been & member of 3 Hima-
lavan mountaln climbing expedition.”

A North Africa Story details Coon's thoughts on
the kind of legitimate front that worked best for OSS
ageals dunng wanime. “"The guestion of cover s on=
that tan only be settled by expenence. We have had,
however, enough expencnce 10 delermime a few prin-
ciples. There are rwo things good cover should avoid;
fving the ageént down with cover activiues, and making
him conspicuous,”” Coon wrote. He went on to make
somie further points:

“Swmie Deparunen! cover is good o ta it allows
the agemt 10 go places where he could not otherwise
get; it does not lake up oo much of his time. It 15 bad
in that he is conspicuous and constantly under enemy
surveillance, They undoubtedly know he is an agent,
but don'l dare harm him in nelral termitory ... - Special

in peace ume, All archaeologiste are mevicably sus-
pected of being agents anyhow even in peace fime;
and who cares abour archacology m wartime? An ar-
chaeologist may be very useful for his knowledge of
the country, its peoplc, languages. eic.. but he must
not pretend that he is still an archaeologist m war

Coon used the vover of the diplomatic comps dur-
ing World War II. Carieian Coon tied his public exit

Did he change his mind and allow his anthropological
career 10 dovelail with some clandestine activities afier
19457 Coon always seemed 10 be working right on the
fringes of the Communisi bloc countries, in lran,
Afghanistan, and 50 forth, Or in indiz and Nepal, near

Tibet,

Carletwon Coon's autoblograpiny, Adventures gnd
Discoveries, extensively deals with his Office of Sers
tegic Services (OS5) tenure and briefly with hus Sle)
involvement,

From Ocmber 17, 1956, until March 26, 185~
Carlewon Coom conducted his “Fapes of Ama™ mp o
cleven countniss, Coon Wrote that & “Life side mus-
sion™ investicating Tom Slick “was a munor effon
during s oniltinatonal Faces of Asia' research sour
Coon called me Slick maner “sticky™ because Life had
hired him o see what Slick was' up 10, The names
cropping up in this one-page-long secrion of the auto.
biography sound all wo familiar. There's Jun Green-
field, “the New Delhi representative of the Luce em-
pire,” who sesms o always be fhere in the back.
ground for Life. Wes he gathernng imjormation for
anvone clse? Coon shows up to jnvesugate Slick in
Kalimpong, the so-called spy cemer of the ared. When
Coon moves on tp Gangiok in Sikiam, he canno: be
housed at the Rai Kumar's, because his guest quaners
were already full to overflowing with the Dalal Lama
and s coiourage. Rewrning 10 Kalimpong in the
dark, Coon then was hosted by Prince Peter of
Greece, a shadowy figure n the veri and intellipence
siory I ever there was one. Nevertheless, Coon had
the unenviable position of telling Slick that Shick's
search was inadequately staffed and “his plans 10 use
helicopters, bloodhounds. and the like, were impracti-
ﬂll-"

Coon's retelling of the Slick-yeti events s confus-
ing: From what Coon wrote, he amved in Iodia on
December B, 1956, and siaved m thal country for BR
days belore going on to Cevion. His tour ended there
in March 1957. From my Slick records, we kmow that
Coon met with Greenfield, Peter Byme and Slick as-
socise Cathy Maclean on January 16, 1957, in Dar
Jjeeling, India. Coon stared that he met with Slick, Did
he”™ Where and when? Newsweek noved m its Febrary
18, 1957, issue that Slick was enroute 1w Nepal On
March 14, 1957, Slick amved a: Biramagar, Nepal, w
start his yeti wek. By March 26, 1957, Coon was
back home. When and where did their paths cross?

What Coon was really doing i India and Sikkm
with Slick, Greenfield and Prince Peter may never be
revealed, bur an interesting but of daia bas come ™
way regarding his son, Carl Jr., as Carleton Coon re-
ferred 10 him, who was the station chief of the CIA ®
India during this time. When the elder Coon flew 1m0
New Delbi late in 1956, he was met ar the airpors b)
Carl Jr., Carl Jr.'s wife Janet, Major Brooks (the it
atache), and John and Barbara Waller,

Here is one more noteworthy Coon tidhit, Coof

wrote: "As soon as we had amived ai Clark Field [@¢
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military airbase in the Philippines| | cabled both the
wr anache and Jim Thompson in Bangkok warming
them of our arrival date [of December 7, 1956], but
acither received the message. All hosels were full be-
cause of an imtermational fair, but Jim wangled us a
roomn at the Arclan Hotel, where: we had as fellow
guests Senmor Jaceh Javiis and Benny Goodman’s en-
iire orciesira.

“Jin Thompson was an old 0SS man whe stayed
on to found the exmemely profitable Tha Silk Com-
pany. One day, not long afier we passed through, he
suddenty vanished inte thin air; as far as | am aware
no one knows yet what happened to him. His disap-
pearance remains one of the most fascinating mysieries
of the East" (Coon. 1981),

The Dalal Lama, Slick Deninls and the CIA

While a grear deal of infonnation has surfaced
over the vears about the Cantral Imteiligence Agency’s
worldwide covert operations activities, little is kpown
about how deeply the CIA was |mvaived in Tibet in
e 19505 and 1960, “It is impossible at this wrii-
ing,” John Prados noted in s 1986 book, Prestdenss’
Secree Wary, "0 give 1 dersiled analysis of the 'Wash-
ington decision making for Tibet, The approprate re-
¢irds remaln security classifted. T not for the cours,
In fac:. the entire discussion of Tibet it the Marcheni
and Marks book, The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence,
would have been defeied by Agency censors.”

W are forced o0 remd accounts of the conilict in
Tiber closely 1o get some insighis into bow involved
some of the yen sesrchers may have been. Ler's stan
with one cmiical incdent, the escape of the Dalai
Lama from Tibel. There are demials, for exammpie, of
the rumors circulatng that Tom Slick and Peter Bymse
were cesponsible, 1 some fashien, for the safe pas-
sage of the Dalay Lama from Lhasa, Since the time of
Tom Slick"s first official ven reconnaissance of enstern
Nepal in 1957, In which be was acmally a member of
the ek, the rumors of his expedifions’ involvement in
spvizg have been rampant. The Mew York Timés even
saw T to publish am article reporiing on the Russians’
promotion of this story in ap llem entitled: “Soviet
Sees Espiomage in U.S, Snowmsn Hunt." The April
17, 1557 pece claimmed Slick was behind an effor 10
subvert the Chinese, and fres Tibyat,

Whnt <o wé find in the record about the Dalai
Lama's rescue? Who was behind the exit or with the
Dalai Lama? Flewher Prouty, an Alr Force colonel
wno superviced secret air mussicns for the Office of
Special Operations, has wrimen: "*This [antastic escape
and 5 majer Semficance have been bunsd in the lore
af == CIA as one of those successes thar are omt
Wdleed dbout, The Daimi Lama wwould have naver been

saved without the CIA"™ (Proury, 1973). On March
17, 1939, all three groups, the Dalai Lama, his imme-
diste family and semupr advisors escaped from Lhasa
Tenzip Gyaso [the Dalsi Lama] was disguised as a
common soldler of the guard.... The best informanon
[about the fleeing Dalai Lama| came from the CIA. ..,
The CIA was so well nformed because il had fur-
nished 2n American radio operator, who traveled with
ihe Dajai Lama’s party...There may have been other
CIA agems with the party as well (Prados. L986).
Who were these mdividuals?

George Pamerson might know, Remember, he is
the guy who had the mysterious meeting with an
American tourist during 1955 io which pans of the
CIA"s war in Tiber were mapped out, Panterson, who
used the cover of being a missionary (bul drank,
smoked and chased women with the best of the guys)
was part of a umique forsy toto Tibét in 1964, Scrtng
out secretly with Adrian Cowell, a Britich flmmaker,
Patterson todk off from Nepal to coordinate and film
an anack on o Chmess convoy by Tibetan Khamba
vommandos. Patterson and Cowell were successful,
but upon their return they were briefly juled in India,
ond their film was suppressed and nol shown for two
years,
Now here's the mreresting part: Who helped them
get imo Tiber? Nope other than Peter Bymne, Tom
Stick's man in Nepal.

And who bas wrinen the most concerning the Pai-
ierson incident wilhout saying oo much in depth about
it? None¢ other than Miche! Ppissel. In his book. The
Secrer War in Tibet (1973), Peissel mysteriously kept
his references to the CIA w only four small mennons
in this 258-page book. Peissel discussed a goed deal
sbout the secret war (n Tibet but strangely never men-
tioned some amazing points now well-known (due
recent CIA Jimued releases of information), such as
the fact that the small kingdom of Musiang was the
ClA-run base of Tibetan guerrilla operarions, Peissel
revealed that he first went to the area in the spnog of
1959 with a lester of recomunendalion from Thobtan
Norbu, the brother of the Dalai Lama, w0 the Prime
Mininer of Bhutan. .., "l was off w meet Jigme Dorji,
the Prime Minisier of Bhutan, in the small border
lown of Kahmpong* (Peissel, 1966). We, of course,
understand a linle bit more ubowr the importance of
Kalimpong in the espionsge game, as was mantioned
above,

Alsg, we mow have some focts abowr Thuben
Norbu., The sidest brother of the Dalai Lama was con-
nected lo the “Amencan Soctety for a Free Asm. ™ a
ClA-funded orgamzation that sponsored a1 series of
visity {0 and ecmuzes. in he United States by Nerbu,
beguming m 1936 (Prados, [988), Secretly, the Dalai
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Lams's family waz verv mvolved wath the CTIA In
fighting the Chinese. Gvalo Thondup, the Dalai
Lama’s sccond-eldest brother, based in Darjesimg, es-
tablished an intelligence pathermg operation with the
ClIA in 1951, Six years [aer. he upgraded it o an
gilvimeed ClA-rained goemilla uml whose members
were imroduced 1o commando echnigoes on Guam [or
exnmple, and then parachuted hack into Tibel (Avedon
1984) What was Peissel's conneerion 1o the CIAY Ii's
difficult o say.

Peissel was apparently able wo obtain much “'Tibet
file" (as be called it} :nformation from Amorican and
Hritish inielligence comtacts. He even reveals names
that sound familiar - such as “Nyme Tsering,'' sald o
be one of the most trusted officers among the Tibetan
guerrillas, Tibetan names in English are mercly rough
transliterations, often in diffzren: spellings. 50 we are
not surprised 1o find the Sherpa ““Nims Tenzing" on
Slick’s 1957 and 1958 expeditions, apd the same indij.
vidoal "Wima Tshermg™ on Hillary's 1960 expediton.
Was this person also the sforememtionsd “Nyma Tser-
mg™" Were Peissel's conpeciions woven i the es-
pionage network?

This 15 the same Michel Peissel who wrowe a vern.
debunking article for Argosy magazine in 1960 entitled
"“The Abominable Snow Job." Peissel mentioned that
the subject of his 1966 book, Boris Lissaneviich, had
been given a tranquilizer pun by the Tom Shick expe-
dition, Peissel balf-jiokingly wrote that the "Indisns
thought Boris a Russian agent, the Russipns thoughi
him an American agent, and the Americans, » Russian
apent" (Peissel, 1966). It it interesting that Peissel
would show up in the Tibetan ares 10 investigale the
abominable snowman, during the critical time of the
Dalal Lama's escape. Slowly, over the years, he re-
vealed his deeper coven operations links.

Adrian Cowell, for his part, urned up in Burma
in the mid-1960s filming guerrilla oplum armies
{McCoy, 1972) and recently has been involved in Bra-
zilian projects, Bur Cowell's official biography in
Contemporary Authors neglected o mention his Ti-
betan adveniures with Panerson.

Something strange is going on here,

"Atomic Testing" In Colorado Anvone?

In 1959, afier the Dalsi Lams had been helped
out of Tibet by the ClA, this same agency stared
sending Tibetans 10 America for coven instructions,
The secret CIA training site for the Tibetans was
Camp Hale, near Leadville, Colorado. (Coincidentally,
Tom Slick’s mother's family was from Leadville.) The
Tibetans were silently flown out of Asis, had only one
refucling stopover in Hawaii and, upon their arrival,
did not even realize they were in the Unied Suates.

The inirigue surrounding this covern arm is wenns
sugy by researchers who are looking for the iopy,
migues used [ governmental coverups Indeed, or, .
16, 1959 (Pradas, 1986) the CIA had:

“...planted & front page swory in theé Denver by
reporting that aromic testing-though not bomb dewy,
ton-was o be conducted al Camp Hale, The vas ap,
of 14,0d-fool peaks and valleys covered by the cumy,
wis heneeforth sinetly off bounds to the civilian popy
lation, People who were near Peterson Aar Forey
Base. oustde of Colorado Springs, when & subsequey:
group of Tibetans was fown out, found themseives
détnived. Up 1w fory-seven at & ume were held a
guopoint behind army roadblocks unti! mystenions
buses, their windows painted black, had passed by
When news of unidemtified Oriemtals in Colorade
reached the New York Times, Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara personaily had the story sup
pressed Asg a final resorl. soldiers guarding the mosi
sensitive areas of the base-as well as the Tibewmy
themselves-were given explicit instructions o shoot
kill anyons found withio the perimeters” (Avedon,
1984).

Mames of men ipvolved i the raming a1 Camp
Hale are difficult w locare. but i 18 ineresting 1o note
ihe vonpestion of the one person [ was able to iden-
tify, 10 other parts of our examumnation. McCoy, wri-
Ing in 1972 on the secret war in Laog, discussed only
 handful of lghly commined CLA men there, One
was Anthony Poec. Apent Poe, before his Laos work,
"recruited Khamba tribesmen in northeastern India.

had Ppe replaced in Laos? William Young, that's
who, the gentieman we met earlier because of his
probable link 1o Ivan Sanderson and the Burmese Tok
stories (McCoy, 1972),

While Air America, Air Asia, and even a special
Nepalese airline were all involved in the wanspor of
the Tibetans to Camp Hale, was Slick Airways pan of
the picrure? Henry Belk (1989) wld me thar he be
lieves Slick Airways was responsible for aking agents
to war theaters in Southeast Asia, Were Slick Au-
ways' activities part of the deleted Tibetan marerial
never released by the CIAY

Disinformation Chief Involved?

And whai role might have Desmond FizGerald
played in all of this? A veteran of conflicts in Burma
FimﬁcrﬂﬂwnwrymchwhlIanﬂTm
ClA, Assistant io the head of the Far Eastern Division
of the CIA's “Directorate for Plans” in 1952,
FitzGerald was described as "bright, amueni, cil
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charming, and an avid bird wacher” who “undertook
the deadly business of covert operlions with a light-
hearted, romantic activism...during the 1950s" (Leary,
1984), We now know thar by the early 1960s,
FitzGerald was named head of the Special Affairs saff
and was responsible for at least ane disinformation in-
citent againsi the Chinese using UFO tepons (Good,
1988). Shortly after that, on November 22, 1943,
FiGerald, posing as a senior United States senator in
Europe, handed Rolande Cubels a weapon disguised
a5 & fountain pen for use in an assassination amempt
against Fidel Castro (Summiers. 1980).

Deadly serious aboot fus work, FiizGerald was a
member of the CIA's so-called "Knights Templar,” a
group of onginal CIA officers and followers of 'Wild
Bill Donovan, They seemed to have envisioned them-
selves like the anciemt Catholic military order founded
during the Crusades as a "“mysterious and tightly kni
group dedicated to 3 sacred cause” (Hougan 1984),
FitzOerald was very involved in the Tibet simstion
“Despite the refusal [of President Eisenhower and the
United States government] lo associate with the Tibet
ans openly, secret plans continued. Before lus NSC
[Marional Security Council] meeting of February 4,
1960, the Presidemt met with a group including [for-
mer Psvehological Strarcgy Board Staff Director and
al thal lime special assistant ro the Presidem for na-
tional security affairs| Gordon Gray, [(Secrétary of
Stare) Christian] Herter, [CIA Director] Allen Dulles,
[(C1A Deputy Director) Charles] Cabell. and Desmond
FitzGerald" to discuss Tiber (Prados 1986) What
kinds of disinformation was FizGerald creating for
the Tibetan operations? Did amy of it refer o the yen
expeditions searching the border of Tibel for traces of
the creatires?

Yeti Expeditions: Spy Missions?
Truth Stranger than Fiction?

Late in 1960, Sir Edmund Hillary. sponsored by
the World Book encyclopedia company of Chicago,
left on his famous expedifion (6 Nepal in pumsuli of
the “Abominable Spowman." Whie Tom Slick's
|957.1959 expeditions may have been rumored 0 be
espionage missions, what par did spying play o Hil-
lary's trek? Driven by pubiicity and the media, most
accounts of the yetl debunking affair mention only the
high altitude medieal (esnng as a subgoal of the fiasco.
A fow English and Talian press accoums exist con-
firming that one obiective of he group was © spy oo
the Chinese m Tiber. Two rocket expents, Tom Nevi-
som of the United Stmes Alr Foree and Peter Mulgrew
of the Roval New Zealand Navy, were closely wmeh-
ing 2ndd Zathering daiz on the Chinese finng missiles
from Tibei. Journalist Desmond Dolg, Nevison and

Mulgrew were camped together at Tolum Bam glacier
when they ail wimessed just such & launching. Mean-
while, the Chinese were jamming the camp's radio
(Coleman, 1989: Sanderson, 1961; Doig, 19603, All
of the official chromeles of the Hillary-World Book
expedition not oo surprisingly fail to detil this aspect
of the party's activities.

Strangely, in 1970 and 1971 wo fctional ac-
counts surfaced linking espiomage activities with the
asbominable snowmen. The 1970 Billy Wiider movie,
The Prrvate Life of Sherlock Holfmes is 2 story mejud-
ing large components of covert activities and the Loch
Mess Monster. Interestingly, it also confains 4 segment
szt in the exclusive Dipgenes Club where Holmes
commerus on the members' uncanny ability (o fwm up
“here, there and evervwhere.” Then he lager adds,
"“When there's trouble along the Indian fromier, some
of your fellow members pop up in the Himalayas al-
legedly looking for the Abominable Snowman' (Had-
don, 1987), The Privaie Life of Sheriock Holmes is not
in distribution and difficult 10 locate today, aside from
occisional television appearances,

Ronald Rosenblatt (1989) has informed me of an-
vther presently rare fictional work that connects intelli-
genee agents and 3 search for a Tibetan mysrery ani-
mal. In 1971, Jack Benron Scont's Spargo: 4 Naovel of
Espiondge was published. The book demsils the acqvi-
ties of @ renegade CIA agent who goes on & mission
to Tibet and India. nsing & search for the so-called
“Sun Bear."" a supposedly extinct animal, as his
COvET.

Is truth stranger than fichon? Dunng the hottest
days of the scuret war in Tibet in 195% and 1960,
eleven separite expeditions, including one led by the
Chinese, were sent o the area on the wack of the
abominshle snowmen of the Himalavas (Coleman,
1989, Sanderson, 1961, Dong, 1984), Were all of
these merely cryplozoological Investiganons, or was
sumething more covert taking place? Has the vet been
a cover siory for spy mussions! Until some fonre
Freedom of Informmion reguest produces a docuimen!
or an expedition member lalks openly, thus giving us
some hard evidente for now we are |eft with any 2
few linkages and some inellectual possibilivies. Stl],
sométhing seems o ha afoot!

Coverup vs. Cover?

For the lasy few years, 3 grear dehaie hus raged i
uivlogy regarding the role of the CIA and other sang-
lar organtzatons in the UFD field, For example,
Timothy Goed's Above Top Secren a 1988 book, hiy
already mken on neéar dlassic stnis,. 115 stance, aken
in the Arst paragraph, can e sommarized as indicaumse
thar a “*wide-scaie coverup'' ol e involvement of the
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Intelligencs community m the siudy of UPOs 5 ocour-
ring. Good and others feel the governmen! 5 hiding
proof of the exisience of UFCh

ln mv crypiozoology-esplonage examinaon. how.
ever, the measons hehind the alleged coverups seem o
huve more w0 do with hiding covers thas burving evy-
dence ond special knowledge of the reahiy of the an
cane subjects which poocupy our imerests. Over and
over agam, &5 we delved deeper imto the subject of the
Tibetan yeti sxpeditions and the Himalavan spy mis-
sions, the characters involved revealed a pauern of
covert psychological warfare operstions in their hack-
prounds. While in North Africa, Carleton Coon, for
example, invented 1 mine disguised as donkev dung in
order to kill Nazis. Meanwhile, in Algiers, Perer
Tompkins was a member of the Pevchological Warfare
Branch of Ge=peral Eisenhower's headguarers, con-
ducting all manner of propaganda and direc! actions,
and possibly assassinanons.

Desmond FitzGerald used false UFD sightings,
and perhaps yeu omes also, w disrupt the Chunese. In
a meeting to discuss secret activities m Tibet, FizGer-
ald discussed plans with Gordon Gray, among others,
Gray was the first staff Director of the Psvchological
Strategy Board. The background 1o the Psychologiesl
Steategy Board is illuminating. [n Febroary 1940,
President Truman created a Sute Deparmment
logical warfare office. In March 1950, Truman
adopted special order NSC-59 for more foreign mior-
mation gathermg and psychological warfare, and then
NSC-74 for "A Plan for National Psychological War-
fare." The President then moved quickly to pet Rear
Admiral Sidney W. Scuvers for consultations. Souers
supporied a recommendation [0 create an interagency
group for nonmiliary cold war activities, and Truman
responded by seming up the Psychological Strategy
Board (PSB) under the National Security Council in
Spring, 1951.

Gordon Gray was picked as first stafl Direcior of
PSB; Gray knew Frank Wisner, Direciorate of Plans,
and CIA deputy director William H. Jackson and the
PSB assistant Gray hired, Tracy Barmes, becauss they
all worked for the same Wall Street law firm. Caner,
Ledyard and Milbumn, before WWIIL. A: the time, the
Director of Central Intelligence wat Walier Bedell

in the whole serup of the Army staff's adoption of
“psywar," i.e. psychological warfare, in January
1348, Although the prime mover in thal ares was
General Robert McClure, Gray as Assistani Secretary
of the Army encouraged the effori. The Army's imier-
es! in “psvwar” eventally evolved imp the Army's
"Special Forces.™ PSB disbanded im 1954 for political

reasons, and Gray was exlled 1o the review board (e
sal in judgmem of muclear physicist I Roberi Oppay,
henmer. But Gray would be back. He served m e
melligence community for formy vears (Pradoz. 1984,
What If the whole thrust of the intelligence o

mumiy's mierest n cryptozoology has more to do wik,
covers and fromts than with a coverup of data” Depie

matc. omitiological, and archaeologlesl covers have
bezn used Why mol presen! an agen! 2s some half

Crazed eryptozoologist searching for such and such 4
creafure i some sensitive Section of s foreign coun-
try? What bener “psywar” technigue than to search
for and then promote & variety of positions on Strange
and bizarre subjects, be they vetic, gian salamanders,
or lake monsiers?

Strange Deaths

Early in Oictober 1962, Tom Shck had pone 10 2
Canadian mecting of the Board of Diseciors of Dresser
Indusiries. Then he had mken a huming trip for pheas
ant and qumil. also in Capada. Some specalats that he
also checked up on his Sasquaich operations norih of
the border. He was scheduled wo fiy 1o Salt Lake Ciry
on the 6th. Then Slick was flying home 0 San Anio-
nier to have dinmer with his children, Telling me of
that night only recently, those now aduly children will
never forpet waiting for thal meal.

Ssturdsy night at about 6 P.M., October Sth,
1962, Tom Slick and pilot Shelly Sudderth of Dallas
were killed in the crash of their Beechcrsh Bonaoza
35. This is the same kind of plane thar Buddy Hally,
Richie Valens and the Big Bopper were m when they
died in a wreck on February 3, 1959,

No one knows exactly how or why Slick died,
Residenis mear Dell, Montana, reporied hearing &
“noise like 2 crash.* The plane's wreckage was found
forty miles south of Dillon in extreme southwesiern
Montana, mesr the town of Dell, Harold Briggs.
search and rescue coordinator for the Federal Awiation
Admnistration (FAA) and the local sheriff's deparn-
meni, said the plane apparently disintegrated in flight.
Cne wing was found intact and one engine was found
a considerable distance from all other wreckage.
Slick's bag of game birds was strewn over the area.
Searchers repored that Slick's and Sudderth's bodies
apparently fell free from the plane since they were 10!
close 1o the wreckage. Briggs explained the backs of
both semts were found together about three quarters of
2 mile from the bodies, The bodies, both badly
burned, were found alongside a county road aboul
three quarers of 2 mile from the center of the crash:
e,
We do not know what caused the Slick planz ®
crash, and we may never discover the official verdic!
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gither. | anempted 1o learn exacyy whar the final FAA
report had concluded. | filed a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request, badgered the FAA and the National
Transporiation Safety Board, ask the Slick fanuly 1o
search their files for a copy, got the able assistance of
Ralph Nader’s Awviation Consumer Project, General
Aviation Alrcrafi Owners datn center, and countless
librariany throughou: the conmmy bun W oo avad, All
avenues turned up empry.

Finally the FAA iold me thar such gencral avia-
tion accidem investigations =re the “responsibility of
the MNational Transporation Safery Board [NTSB),"
(Stewart, [988),

The NTSB sent me a form lever with the date of
Slick's “accident™ handwrinen @ blee pen In the ap-
propriate blank spot, but noung they wers “undble 10
fill my request.”™ The report on Tom Slick’s crash in-
vestgation was required to be kept for only seven
yvears. The letier ended, in form-lenter<oldness: "The
repori(s) requesied by you fall under the sumuie of
limitations category and bave been destroyed. Sin-
cerely, Susan Sievenson' (1988,

| searched the Library of Congress for a possible
hardeopy, No lock, Perhaps someone does have a
copy of the report, but | conld rot locate that individ-
udl. Was he transporting bombs, or mercly remember-
ing the insect repellant? Slick wzs a man who avoided
publicity. Was he involved in some way with the imel-
ligence network? Whar hines exist in the record that
there may be something to this notion?

In my book, Tom Stick amt the Search for the
Yeti (1989), 1 have detailed some of (ke theories sur-
rounding his death. One of them ceniered oo the ox-
plosion bemg caused by a bomb.

Tom Slick, a murder vicum? Did hus plane not
get bt by lighming, but mstead disintegraied due 10 3
bomb? Far feiched, omlandish? Yes, bw among some
people who were close 1o Tom Slick, the bomb theory
ranks very High on their list of possible causes of
death. One observation that Hamld Briggs made that
‘wis not picked up bV mosl press accoudis was the
possibility the plane could have experienced, in his
words, “an internal explosion.* Two sources thar wish
1o remain unaamed quote the local shenff’s office in
Montana a5 saving that Slick™s desth was mirder.

More Deaths

Some of the thinking runs o the pofion thm Slick
was an embarrassment, hat he was wasting his moncy
on his Smowmen/Bigioot pursuits, and the only way 10
stop hum was o kll him. Around some siove fires in
the Pacific Nonthwest, even today, such discussions
are seriously held. Folks see how suddenly that the
men that had “co-spomsored” e expeditions o the

Himalayas diad. F. Kirk Johnson, Sr. died within 2
year and Jr. within six, at 40 years old, of Slick's
deah, and they speculare,

Otsers wonder if Slick’s peace work was rubbing
certain folks the wrong way, After all, Presidem John
F. Kennedy would be killed in Texas, Slick's home
stare, ooly fourteen months afier Slick died. Maybe
e conservanve 0TCES 0 AMErica were [rying to send
someone o message with 2 special Teaas flare?

One of the more interesting linkages Slick had
was through hic role a3 3 member of the National Ad-
visory Board of the Untted World Federalisis (Cole-
man, 1989). Founded in 1947, the United World Fed-
eraiists’ first president was the intellectual Cord
Meyer. Suddeniy in 1950, around the time that China
was advancing on Tibef, Meyer left the organization's
head post in the rands of liberal Alan Cranston (pres-
ently the semior United Siates Senator from Cslifor-
nin), and joinsd the CIA™s covenl operations division
A close assovisie was guoied as saving' "It was a2
grear surpnse to his friends. He was not the CIA type.
He was a world government man' (Smith, 1972). In
1954, Meyer was named Chief of the CIA's Coven
Action operanons. Hardeped by polivcal battles, with
Joseph MeCarthy and by personal tragedies, years
later a friend would say that Cord Meyer “got Cold
Warzed™ (Smith, 1972).

Tragedies haunted Cord Mever. One of Meyer's
sons died m an anomobile accident. Then there's the
story of his former wife, Mary Pinchot Mever, IFK's
last lover. Mary Mever was killed by an unknown as-
sailant on Ocicber 11. 1964, on a C&O towpath in
Washmgron D.C. Much darkness surrounds Mary
Pinchot Mever's death, but it appears dozens of peo-
ple connected 1 |he JFK inner and outer circles were
killed.

JFK assassimation researcher Johm Gooch 111 of
Mew Orléans has wondered aloud f perhaps Tom
Slick was in on some carly plinning meetings regard-
ing the Kennedy killing, backed out and was killed for
enowing too much. There's that mysterions meeling of
14 individuals and Tom Slick that the FBI was watch-
ing in 1962, There's the hims and informants claims
that “evervone knew Slick was helping run guns o
Cuba " A deeper level of involvement berween Slick
and. several figurss in the JFK drama keep cropping

Tom Slick was 2 mystery man b his past i
slowing lluminarne some insights into cryproznologi-
cal and crvptopoilical intrigie o this country. Tom
Slick’s memorial ssrvice was hald o the 2iant secre.
tive Southwest Research Institute that he had creased.
Al the end of e cercmmony Dr. James W. Laure
closing praver witered words |har seem wven more
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auiheniic oday: "Troly we would thenk Thee tor Thy
servani, Tom. who being dead ver speaks to0us.™
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Steamshovel Debris: The November 22, 1993 edi-
tion of the San Anionio Express-News repored upan
the increased publicity effonis of Southwest Research
Instiue, Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Re-
gearch and the Mind Science Foundarion, three San
Anonio research facilities thai “‘share m common the
founding unpnnt of the late Tom Slick, Jr.'', exam-
ied briefly in Loren Coleman's book. Tom Stick and
the Search For The Yen. The newspaper noied tbal
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Mind Sciences Foundation developed from an imterest
in parapsychology Slick developed “after one of his
worldwide irips brought him in contact with an old
sury who supposedly had the ability w appesr and
reappear in different |pcations,” and someone whose
ability 1o levimie Slick felt be cowld apply 1w ibe con-
struction trade sccording o Coleman.

Prior 10 1993, the Mind Sciences Foundation
smdied a long list of unusnal phenomena, mclucding
the effects of positive imagery mnd visualization; the
fuictiomng of the immure system on bredst cancer pa-
tiems: Alrheimer's disease; spiritual healing; biologi-
cal psychokinesis; melaxation techaiques to lower blogd
pressure; exirasensory perception; clarvoyance; crea-
tivity; motivation and seif-esteem; asthma and alier-
gies, Although mind conmrpl did not make the list,
Slick's predilection for similar topics when he founded
the group puts an interesting spin on his possible link
1o the Kennedy assassinaton and Mary Pinchot
Mever. Despile the date of this newspaper report, it
had no comnection o JFK.

Executive director Cathering Nixon remarked that
with regard to all this rescarch, the foundoton had

been “content (0 be ignored.™ M phased ow! fs last
"in-house'” project m July [993 bt intended 1o con-
tinue (o pursue Ii5 collaborative effonis with such al-
lied instimrions as the University of Texas Health Sci-
ence Center and Ecumepical Cenfer for Religion and
Health in San Antonio,

The Express-News guored foundation s Tom
Slick IN, founder Slick Jr.'s son and a busipessman
basedl in Allanta, as saying, “T'm not sure how much
of a philosophical change it is, but it's a2 methodologi-
cal change. We're not denguncing parapsychology, bur
we're wanting to do other things too, My dad fostered
the possibility of himng a home nn — making g,
positivie improvements n society... We seitled on para-
psychalogy in the early 1970s because the field had
opportunity and suoited the philosophy of tse board.
Mow we want to refocus the (financial) resources we
have." Mind Science Foundation has a permtanent 53
million endowment; it plans o rase additiomal funds
through this new. pursuil of collaborative grams,



Mystery il man Tom Shek fehne hars and fHends, (Phows Loren Cojoman)
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Black Cars at Night: The Men in Black Reanimated
by Scott Corrales

tores of the worldwide UFQ scene wistfulty men-

tioned “the almost forgomen Men-InBlack™ n
passing. The absemce of thess biack-garbed. sinister
personages, variously described as agents from a su-
perseorel governmen! comimanid, an Eanb-based "'si-
lencing" arm belongmg to an extraterresmal power,
or manifestations ©of negauve paranormal forces had
taken some of the spookiness out of the phenomenon,
However, there s mounting evidenmce that the MIB
have not only mor retired from the scene, mn have
rerurned with renewed vigor force,

Men-in-Black reputedly haress eyewitnesses to
UFO sightings and encounters, usually turning up at
their homes (or places of business, a5 transpired In
one Puerto Rican case) usually way before the wil-
nesses have even thought abour going public with their
stories. Case histories have them dressing m black
suits, white shiris and faunty red tes (the fabrics,
however, have ofien been described as betng unustal
ur unearthly), travelling in threes, more offen tham not
aboard spanking vew models of large, outdated cars,
With notable exceptions, they seem to deliver 3 boiler-
plate warnmng: do not discuss e partcular sighting, IF
i wiiness, or cease and desist mvestigation, il a ufolo-
LIST,

These sanorial agents of silence have acguired
mythic proportions in the UFO community over &
umespan as lengthy as the phenomenon nself, From
the first appearance of a black suited, red-cravamed
oman in the wake of the infamous Maury lsland
“Hoax", thremening witness Harold Dahl 1o silence,
10 @ growlng number of appearantés in the 'O, MIBs
remain an enthralling facet of the supematural,

Barlv UFO sightings always ended with the in-
volvement of the Alr Force as thé best gualified
source of investigating the precise nature of these
things. Airmen routinely merned up at withesses'
homes o ask guesiions, and in ooy inctances, o
confiscate evidence—such as samples of elusive "an-
wel hair raken from the home of journalist B. DeWin
Miller (author of ¥ou Do Take It Wirh You) in 1954,
When Asietc-lookmg men m black sunts stared show-
mg up claming an affiliaton with the Alr Force, no
one thought to question them, but their stmge behay-
jor—and uncanny psvchic abilities—soon arose suspi-
cLom

I n 2 recemt Spanish publitation, an anicie on fea

:Mm being pursued by & UFQD over the Mediter-
ranean in 1951, Col. Jim Doherty was visied by o

spindly voupg' mman m an Ajr Force lieutetiadt's over-
coat, The paunt-loolaneg fellow warned Dohery, m ag
oddly accented voice. 1o forger all about the UFD &g
counter, Doherty was 1o leamm Iater o that here wa
no such officer working for AFOSI, Years afier the
mcident, Doherty still has smightmares abow hs URQ
encoutiter in which 2 spindiy being, remumisceny of the
false lieutenant, figured prominenidy. (1) The Ajr
Foree prompily demeéd any connection whatsoever ro
the Men in Black. A Pemspon colone! wold awho:
John Kegl thet they had lpoked wio a number of Mey
in Black reports. The same Pemagon official stied
that the LIFO silencers, whoever they were, were
commiting & federal offense by impersonanng a mem-
ber of the wrmed forces, These (rivialites did no
seem [0 trouble the Men in Black: One suth imposior,
ustng the handle "'Captain Mumroe™, turned ap 1w
threaten the teenagé photographers of the Beaver
Falls, PA UFQ m 1968, The mmpostor told ope of (he
voung Pennsylvanians that something unpleassnt might
happen 10 him if he contmued discussing his sighting,
(2)

The Men in Black phenomenon scon took on @
life of s own when Albert K, Bender, director of the
In=rnational Flving Saucer Burean, announced his re-
tiremeni from “flying saucer invesugstion" and the
IFSE's shuidown m 1953, as a resulr of harassment by
threes men i black, As rumors fiew concerming the
provenance of the o, Bender bimsell would later
stile thar they were not from the FBI, but “from an-
other branch." (3) The Men in Black proved o have
quite a long reach, as well; Edgar J. Jurrold, head of
the Australian Flying Saucer Bureau, received & omvs-
terious visitor who advised him that *“‘the most fanias-
tic situanon it is possible v conceive by normal siand-
ards"' (4), Jarmold would disappear mysteriously vears
later, Bendeér would try 1o expand on the reasons for
his hasty departure from ufology in his UFOs and the
Three Men, where he describes Karik, the dismal
homeworld of the Men m Black, and 1he experences
he endured ar their hands (5). Bender could clarm the
distinction of being (he frst iovestgaior o be M-
lested by these unknows guaniifies, and his StoTy
would repear nsell m the lives of & number of 1yest!
gators hence,

Warren Smith, @ noted writer during the 1970¢
(under the name Eric Norman), had acquired a piect
of mewal allegedly recovered from s UFO m Madison,
Wisconsin which had dumped "'siag’™ (4 /o Maury I=-
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land) over an imersiaie highway Aware that someone
was tailing him during the investugation, Smith chose
o conceal the fragment of slap within a television ser
in hs motel room. Upon returning to hus room one
evening, he was faced by two men who demanded that
he wm over the find, thremtening harm 1o his family iF
hie chose not to (&),

While never caupht red-handed, the disappear-
ances of UFQ related documents, even copies stofed
in different locations, Have been blamed on Men in
Black. A MNJ housewife who made a one-line eniry
about a UFO sighting wn 1973 in her diary lost the
eniire book, which was In a locked desk. UFO re-
searchers lvan Sanderson and Capt. Edward Ruoppelt
both had files contammg UFQ dow solen from thew
homes in breac-ins where abjects of value 10 an
authentic burglar were len umiouched. (7)

Men i Black were also mvolved in the dissppear-
ances of childeen. In Aogust |969, on alarming num-
ber of children suddenly vanished from the Brazilian
town of Vitha Verde, reappearing with equal abrupt-
ncss weeks later. The children had no recollection of
where they had been during their absence, but their
lasi recollection seemed fto be having wken a nde o
anl expeénsive aulomobile drivén by o “gentleman all
dressed in black,” (8) One girl claimed that 3 mas in
hlack had led her to the omskirts of town o 4 strange
machine, having asked her o toke her a ride "in his
airplane”. but seeing her discomfiture, gave ber a
handful of candjes and twld her 10 go back home. Nor
have they apparently shied away from involvemens in
the cattle mutilanons scene. (9)

John Keel, whose delving into the subject waould
make him the anguestioned expert in these matiers
documented the uncanny powers of these beings: in
1960, William Dunn Jr., @ UFO mvestigusor, had his
home burglarized, his files bumed, and his photos sto-
len. (10 Men in Black were notably acuve during the
West Virginia "Mothman™ Sightings of 1966-67 as
well o5 i0 Long sland, N.Y. Far from believing them
to be extraterrestrial agents, Keel introduced the eon-
zept of the Men i Black as négative, paraphysical
forees whose warnings were aol 10 be raken lighly,
His sentiments would be echoed by other writers and
researchers, Some. (ke David Tanslev, beheve thu
they are 3 form of demonic psychic engrgy—a conjec-
ture substantated by records from past eentucies. Oth-
ery opine that they are thoughi-forms of some sor,
although whese thought forms remains unclear. (11}

The lite Bridsh peranormalist F.W, Hoiiday had a
nersonal encounter with an unusual Man i Black in
the afermath of the exorcism of Loch Ness m 1978,
The Heure, which swood some 20 yards away Gom
him. was six feer all and clothed in black mowrcycle

leathers with a hélmet covering it$ features. (12) Holi-
day could detect no eves bebind the wvisor and feit “a
strong sensation Of malevolepce™ issuing from it He
walked within a few feei of it and past i, but when he
tumed around 10 look 4 it agam, the fgore had van-
ished.

A more mundane origin for theése elusive charac-
lers, in step with the “'secred government agent” (he-
orv, i that they were in fact clemenis of the Air
Furce Special Actvities Center (AFSAC), devoted 1o
nori-electronic intelligence gathering, i particular the
1127th Field Activities Group, comprising a varied ar-
ray of shady types. ranging from lock-pickers and im-
personators to ex-convicts, whose msks were made
even easier by the paranota surrounding the UFO
community. A corollary belicf 15 that o grest many
Men in Black were Tibetan monks who followed the
Dalaji Lama and the Khamba riders mto exile, placing
th&ir uncannmy prowess at Lhe service of the CIA.
While fancifl, this would cemainly account for e
Astatic phyvsiognomy and unfamiliarity with cersain
QUSIOTE.

Some Men in Black have upon occasion demun-
strated non-stereotypical behavior: In November 1973
# young woman working for an employmeént agency b
San Juan, Puerto Rico recerved an afterncon visit from
4 man ¢lad in an immaculately black suit with a shint
thut seemed ( he woven of a fex{ure unknmown on
Eanh. The man had exts=mely long, tpenog fingers
(2 reported in other Men in Black casex) and a man-
peyuin-smooth complexion. The woman found herself
mesmenzed by tus conversanon, whick ranged (rom
the ecology (0 war, along with statements such as:
“there were otier worlds than this one." According o
author Salvador Freixedo, the Men in Black often re-
spond posiuvely 1o cosrteous reament. (13)

The Men in Black scomed (o0 have taken an ex-
tended furlough sometime in the late *70s, One of
their last major appearances was in the wake of the
failed hijacking of a private plane hy theee small
LiFOs over Lake Tequesquitengo, Mexico. The pilot,
Carlod de los Samos Monttel, was Harassed by Men in
Black on his wauy o an interview with the jae Dro 7.
Allen Hynek. Many believe that the mereased willing-
ness 10 discuss the phenamenon in the wake of 1978:
Cloze Encowmers of 1he Third Kind spiked the MiB's
weefillness as wols of fear and intmidation,

But the Nineties have witnessed their dismrbing
retnrn (o the scene inoa gumber of cases: Puerio Rican
mvestigaior Jorge Martin. editor of Evidencia Chnr
magazioe. unearthed an astomishing MIB sory while
mterviewms the late Diepo Seearta, a key wimess (o
the Laguna Camagena sightings. Segarm fold Manin
that o mend hod had a chilling experience while &x-
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plorine the vicinity of the lagoon, recording things on
o stnall camcorder, The witngss saw a bright Mash thal
proved 10 swmanate from a spherical UFO about 1o
land Hiding behind the denss tropical vepetavon,
Separta’s mend was able w see—and allegedly cap-
ure on videv—iumpsulted Greys emetping from the
erafl, followed hy a wll. albinoesgue human figure
clad n @ Black suil, whne shir, and red we. The wii
ness also added that the man In the black suli wore
gunplasses and had silvery hair, and was whisked
pway by two soldicrs riding @ jeep—a nouble swep
down from the ubiguitous black Cadillag.

This is by no mesns the firsy time that such an
event has beent recorded, A United Press International
newswire circulated among the Caribbean basin's ma-
jor newspapers reported an even! in San Juan de los
Morros, Veneruels, in which rwve physicians mads a
startling observation. ‘Oo an open road near their
climic. a magenta-colored Muostang stopped o dizgorge
rwo passengers dressed exacily alike: black suits, sun-
glasses, and red neckiies. The unusual parr immedi-
ntely donned whal appeared to be belis of some sori.
Moments later, a UFD appeared out of the sky, com-
ing close enough o the gmound 1o allow them to enter
vii 8 ladder. After a 180 wm, the vehicle sped off
intd space. (14)

When Karl Brugger, author of the “Chronicles of
Akakor™ (a narmatton of "lost" underground cities in
Brazil) was mysieriously murdered on the streets of
Rio de Janeiro in January 1984, a number of South
American investigators prompily placed responsibillty
for the crime on the HDN (hombres de mepro, the
Spanizh acronym for MIB). Fabio Zerps, editor of the
now defunct Craria Dimensidn, declared: "These
deaths always have the appearance of being matiral
cvents, butl curiously cnough, eyery fime someone has
important mformation on a cricial subject, strange ac-
cldents ssem 1o befall them.™ (15)

Pennsylvanian UFO investigator Lois Le Gros has
studied & number of cases iovolving MIB activity in
the 1990s: two wimesses, ong of them an abductes,
were comered by a Man in Black i the aisle of a
discount store tear Pitisburgh. Accornding to their res-
amony, the strange personage appeared intesn on mes-
merzing them with an unesssl ning on one of the fin-
gers of his hand. In & complewely unrelawed case, an-
other voung abduciee from a Pittsburgh suburb would
encounter & Man in Blagk every day—on her way o
work.

Drescribing him as “intimidaling”, the wimess iold
Le Gros that he would board the bus évery day and
gradually sit closer (0 her. The sinister ligure wore a
full-length black trencheoal, even in unseasonable
weather, and hat, shoes, gloves and shin of the same

color. OUn onz pceasion, the stranger sad next 10 ber on
the bus, causmp her 10 cringe zgains! the window, In
spite of the confined space on the vehicie, the witness
expressed = beliel thar ske may well have been the
omly ome to have notced the sinister, outlandishiy
dressed characrer

Another Pennsylvanmn researcher, Mike Longg
meerviewed the protagonist of a singutar case; an eld-
erly woman wittessed the 8] of a strange black stone
mte her backvard, ad zhnos) mmmediately afer, e-
cewved the yisit of wo wxedo-wearing MIBs who de-
mended—in ne uncertain ierms—ihe Tewm of the
biack stone, claiming that its less would “bring shout
the destruction of their universe,” Frightened, (he
woman complied with their request, and there was ap
even more mmarmg turn of evenis: her mxedoed vig-
tors mvited her oul fo dinner a1 a Pinsburgh restau-
rani, where they were joined by their remale counier-
parts (i 15 ooclear if they, oo, were clad o ever-fash-
ionable black). (15)

The strange *“'reanimation™ of the Men m Black
seems to have adapted fself 1o the beli-tightening
Nineties: travelling in rwos rather than thress, using
public transport rather than the obligniory Cadiliacs,
and depanting UFD landing siles in humvees or jeeps,
This should net be surpnsing, given the phenomenon's
propensity toward mimicry of the buman condition.
The fact that they have rengmed from their improbable
reality 0 mouble our own, however, should be o calise
for concem.
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Undeclared War Exisis
Faxed by Norman Olson

t this wrinng, police authorines report that

Timoathy MeVeigh and anpther sospect, identi-

fied now only 45 John Doe #2, 126 the scene
of Oklahoma City's Muorrah Federal Bullding in sepa-
rare gars. Moments later, of course, the terrible bomhb
meyvhem ooourred at ihe ‘building, killing an ag yer
undetermmed number of people. over 100. mcluding
many children, McVeigh and some comrades pre-
viously had been asked by the leaders of the Michigan
Militta—a homegrown, Second Amendment. paramili-
tary ourfit similar to many across the country—io
leave the group apparently because their sirident views
aboul the use of violence became embarrassing,

After the bombing, police pulled McVeigh over
for speeding 1 a car with missing license plates, ar-
rested him for carrving a concealed weapon, and laer
tharged him with the crime. It has not been deter-
muned if McVeigh did not know if the plawes were
already missing or i they had fallen off during the
petawsy- His parmer, however, suffered no similar ea-
lamiry and remamns on the loose, perhaps with the 1i-
cense plates fastening screws sittng next w a screw-
driver on the from passenger seat of his car In any
event. Timothy MeVeigh has not come 1o be regarded
as o cnminal genius.

Shortly after McVeigh's arrest, the leader of the
Michigan Militia issued the following as an explana-
tion for the Oklitioma City bombing incident;

PLEASE FAX ACROSS AMERICA
OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING EXPOSED
PLEASE REFAX ACROSS AMERICA

FROM: NORMAN OLSON, COMMANDER, MICHI-
GAN MILITIA CORPS
TO: THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
Antension, Citizens of America - Undeclared War Exists

The wrath of the counrry has been directed toward
the brave men and women of the Michigan Miliia
Corps. Now the truth: On April [9, 1995 a day that
will live in mfamy, the govermment of Japan, in retali-
atton for the U.S. gas anack on the subway there,
blew up the Federel Building in Oklahoma Ciry,

The Japanese aftack was teported to Sarah
MecLendon, Mclendon MNews Agency on April 18,
Just hours before the destruction of that building.

FBI employes Roben Gostzman (operatmg out of
the exccutive office of the Bush presidency, and hav-

ing “‘dual agency" stams with ClIA), CIA emploves
Wes Thomas ond U5  Intellizence emploves, James
Cofieid, were hired by the Japanest Embassy ar the
beginning of the Clintn presidency o bug the éxercs:
uve pffices of the President These men had lost fpera:
tive programs assigned to them by Bush and although
not out when Clinlon became President, they were ag
of funds. (A grear deal of money had been deferred
while under Bosh. to their own povaie accounts 1o the
exten| that they were ssiing up their own privale com-
panies.) Once bought by the Japanese, thete men were
paid through MCA/Universal (owned by the Japanese:
o provide intelligence information gathered from the
surveillance devices and bugs Goetzmen hag inspalled
inside the surveillance devices and bugs Goetzman had
installed inside electronic deviess (compulers. faxes
eic.) in order 1o win the Japanese trade war going on
at that time, The U5, and Japan had completsiv lost
gooperanion on the trade wlks and threstened sanction
deadline against Japan. Japao retaliated by devaluatmg
the dollar apainst the yen, which was wrading at its
lowest amount ever recorded on the dav of the subway
allack.

Walier Mondale gained koowledge of the espio-
nage actvity on Jan 27, 1994, the day before sanction
deadline and amempied 1o have the matrer investigared.
The source of this informanon contacied William
Perry for prowecuom and assisiance after learming of
Jystice Deparunent employee Paul Coffey's atempt o
kill the mvestigation. CIA director, John Deutch. was
in charge of the iovestigaton wmo the marer.

In retaliation of the attack apains! the doliar. the
U5, government passed citizens of Japan to discredit
the government, The Japanese povernment, not willmg
10 reveal their own espionage, blamed the ac on @
religious cull with a massive disinformation effort. In
retaliation the Japanese destroved the Federal Building
in Oklaboma City, To further embarrass the President,
a copycal bomb was used so thar the Arab people
would be blamed by U.S. cinzens. With anger grow-
ing loward the Mideast the Feds had o find a guick
scapegoal, so they tnggered CNN and ABC.

They were visible, there were many of them, and
a recent “ron-incident™ had occorred in Michigan in:
volving “Rambo' talk about blowing up some junk
Russisn armor. || was the Fed's only card to play.
Surely someont could be found imside Michigan 1o
hang, Bul this is where they made their mistake.
American pamiots in Michigan don't kill patriots i
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Oklahoma. Their suppressed sacrificial lamb climbed
off the altar and became a Wolverine.

The aciual target of the Japanese way in fact the
semior Seécrel Service agemt (whose widow and or-
phaned child sar behind Clinton and Hillary at the: me-
morial service) who was “ing the loop" with
Goetyman, &1, al, He had been iransferred w OKC
only manths. earlier. His desth was a symbol that the
President and the nation are “touchable.™

The President kmew, Janet Reno knew, William
Perrv knew, Moodale knew, Stephanopoulas knew,
Panetta kmew, CNN kpew, ABC knew, the CIA knew,
the FBI knew. And now the American people know
the nuth.

The top five conspirators dre; Robert Goetzman,
Dan Starkey, Wes Thomas, Paul Sieel, and Jim
Cofield. Peter Stanley and Walter Mondale did all
they could 10 swop it, but no one lisiened and those
who lisrened could nor ralk,

President Bush's ClA controls the presidency. Ta
make that point clear 1o Clinton, the CIA hit Vince
Foster as a reminder of who really mms the roost, The
war bewween agencies has escalated info wndeciared
wir bebween Japan and: Amernica. The American ped-
ple arg paving the price. Expect blackmail actions by
Japan, The govermnments of both coldmies may soon
collapse under the weight of their ;rwn corrtiption,

Bigned, Brigadier General Norman E. Olson,
Commander. Michigan Militia Corp

Esther 7:10: So they hanged Haman oo the gal-
lows that heo had prepared for Mordecal. Then was the

king's wrath pacified.

On April 28, after Obon released this fax dand
made siptilar comments to a televigion station in Chile,
the Michigan Milinie asked ftim fo resign as iis hegd—
a recond dismissal for reasons of acute embarrass-
meni, The commumcanens director for the miing,
Ken Adams, remarked (o the Chicago Tribune that
“Narm has been under tremendouy siress and lack of
sleep, which affects evervone’s judgement, ™ As it mrns
out, the rans was not even origimal: it aciuatly origi-
nared with o woman named Debra Van Trapp, sans
the vaguely anti-Semitic biblical reference 1o Haman,
an eneny of the Jews. Sherman Skelnick (seé chupier
8) explored the dirmensions of ihis version of evenis in
Oklahama Clty at length In an inferview with Ms, Von
Trapp that appeared on Brian Redman's highly recom-
mended electronic newslerter, Conspiracy Nation,
avatlable ot bigxci@prarienet,org. Normam Olson re-
emerged during @ June 995 Senate hearing on the
mulitia movemeni, provoking Senaror Arlen Specier
(R.-Pa.) inte an angered insistence that Olson point fo
proaf of his charges of governmenf corruption. Qlson
missed the opporiunity o mention fhe Magic Bullel
Theory, the physics-defving explanation of rhe buller
irafectory that &ifled JFK, which Specter authored,
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Carlos Castenada; Criticism and Conspiracies
by Tom Lytile

C arlpe Castaneds 15 the popular wrigr whose
autobiograpizcal hooks on Yaqui soreery have
sold into the millions. |t has been siated tha
afier Margaret Moad, he is the most well-known
American anthropologist. His booke and lectures
chromucle his initiations into shamamc secre! socitties
and rraditions; some written while studying to obtamn
hit Ph.D. in anthropology from UCLA. After he
earpod his degres, more advenmires werte chrooicled.
His books are very compelling and original, very mys-
tical in appearance, and very readable.

According to Time magarine, Castaneda wrote his
first unpublished works centering around Don Juan
about 1956. This happened eleven years before his
first book was published. He also had 2 co-author at
the ume named Alberiz Greenficld. Casmaneda titled
his first unpublished manuscript about Don Jjuan and
shamanic magic, The Wholy World Sounds Srrange,
Don't You Think...? Response within Castaneda’s cir-
cle of friends was so great regarding these unpublished
works (hat he abandoned painting in favor of writing,

Eleven vears later, in 1967, UCLA anthropology
smudent Carlos Castaneda presented a copy of 2@ manu-
script he had written 1 a professor for comments, ti-
ted The Teachings of Don Jugn. Very mmpressed, the
professor encouraged Castaneda 1o submit the work 10
the Umiversity of California Press for consideration. In
late 1967, three editors of UC Press read the work
and recommended it for publication. Retitled The
Teachings of Don Juan: A Yoqui Way of Knowledge
(University of California Press, 1968), UC Press re-
leased it om June 27, 1968 At the ome college sm-
dents and a young America were becoming openly ex-
posed 10 drug experimentaiion and allernafive polilics
through the Viemam war protests, Timofhy Leary's
LSD evangelism was in full bioom, and Castaneda’s
books wers ahsorbed directly into the mainsiream of
sub-cuimral America. Al ns peak, the second printing
of The Teachings OF Don Juar sold over 16,00 cop-
ies 2 wesk!

Like Tumothy Leary, Castaneda set the standard
for what psychedelic drug use might be. or could be.
It also started 3 sort of hero-worship or “celebrity
cult™ within consciousness studies, or psvchedelic
studies. Another celebritv-cult had siared up about
that time, around New York banker R. Gordon Was-
son. Wasson published a Life magazine arucle regard-
ing Mexican shaman Marna Sabing and the ruual uses
of Mexican “magic mushrooms,” Wasson was an

affialénr expert on psyohedelic mushroom cults ang
had published many well receved hooks

These three men, Leary, Wasson, and Castanedy,
more or less siarted psychedelic anthropology studes
Today this science calls U= ethnopharmacology. Hun-
dreds of books, magazines, sCiemce papers, movis:
and jourmals centered around serious looks ar riual,
culture and the rare-plant or drugs osed by magicians
and shamans. My own Joumal. Psvchedelic Menn-
graphs and Essays, focuses partly in these areas, Az g
Fauge of the populanty of psychedelic studies and eth-
nopharmacology, my journal is sold m thirty coun-
ries. These three men smned this populanty back in
the 1950,

All thres penilemen also battled @ach oer alier-
natively for notoriety and celebnny staius, Wasson and
Leary openly despised each other's works and often
said $o in print. Castaneda often said Leary was his
main eompetitor, although when the two met in person
Castaneda tried 1o pel Leary 1o initate him imio
Leary’s Mexican research proup called [FIF (the Inter-
national Federation for Incrnal Freedom), Wasson and
Castaneds exchanged many leners, with Wasson being
maost skeptical o Castanpeda’s claims. These letiers are
on file st Harvard af the Boranical Museum,

By 1971 a Castaneds sequel was relzased entitied
A Separate Realiry (Pocket Books, 1971). This also
was an extremely popular work, and further explored
Cestaneda's apprenficeship to the Yagui sorcerer
dgamed Deon Juan, Al no lime was a person named
Don Juan ever photographed, interviewed (excepl by
Castemeds) or established as real. However, Castaneda
did provide detailed descriptions of Don Juan, and an
assistant nnmed Don Gepera, Several other well-
known and popular Castanedz books emerged in the
nexi few years, with the latest entitled The Ar of
Dregming (Harper-Collins, 1994).

All these books more or legs cepter on the smme
theme, Yagw Indian sorcery zmd a credentaled an-
thropologist’s imitiation into the altermatrve worlds of
the Brujos and Cursnderos. These are fypes of Mezo-
Amencan shamans, that beal or barm, talk to spinls
and more or less aot as local spothsayers, Castaneda
ongmnally presented all the material as mater-of-fact
anthropology, real sdventures with real people. Real
descripions of real hallucinogeme plant uses and ritual
oceur throughout his books and were—and are—ofien
mimicked by the readers, Real magic and sorcery,
brought back to us like the advenwres of Indiana
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Jones.. Much inwmrest in dream research, alternate di-
mensions, witcherafi, Indian lore, initiation, and psy-
chedelies were mstigated throngh Castaneda’™s works.

What Plauts Were Used to Train Casianeda?

Castanada described three mam hallucinogens in
his books used by Don Juan to fran him im sorcery,
The first is jimson Weed, or dawura, The second is
psitocybm mushrooms, The third is peyore, a cacts.

In his first books, Don Juan taught Castaneda o
“fiy"” through wvses of jimson weed, 2nd 1o smoke 2
magical blend based in mixwres of psilocvbin mush-
rooms. and athér herbs, Casigneda mopstly focused on
the visions of these irips, what he saw and who he
encountered while intoxicated, strange physicil eflects
and mever gave acrual locanons or places where these
plants were obtamed.

Don Juan would ell Carlos what was aemally: go-
ing on. He translated the often bizarre places Carlos
ended up in by biting off more than he could chew
with these psychedeiic plants. Casmneda often encoln-
tered o being called Mescalito, an Indian divinity, The
word Mescalito is derived from the same rool as mes-
caline, & psvchedelic chemical or drug derived from
the peyote cacrus. Jimson weed was also called
Devil's Weaed by Casaneda, It is also called “loco-
weed' by Mexicans. This | a very common
plant/drug used by Mese and American Indiang like
the Huichol and the Tepacano.

In medieval Europe. wiches claimed o ‘be able to
fly. though uses of jimson weed. Dawra s very
deadly also, although there are healing applications,
The most famoue fatality |s Abraham Lincoln's
mother, who disd affer drinking cow’s milk tainted
with Datura, In those days this was called "“milk sick-
oess. "
Castaneda gave suen deratled and powerful de-
scopuons thar many readérs gerually waveled 1w Mex-
ico to search for these magical plaars, A duly 1970
story in the New York Times spoke abowt “thousands
of hppies. iavading Mesico in search of the “magic
mushrooms'." Palocybin mushrooms mnd pevote are
dlso used for divinaton and healing purposes by dhg-
tmans all over the world, Peynie is illegal o most of
e US and Mesico bui the Indiam Native American
Church uses it for religious purposes oif and on, de-
penuing on the laws surrounding Indian reflgious uses,
which seem lo change every other vear,

In the US and Mexico, types of psilocybin mush-
roome are pieked out of cow pasilres by Hippies, ama-
s mycolpgisis and the curigus. They afien grow o
og'w manure. Peflocybin mushrooms are one of the
mest powertill hallucinpgens known to man,

Unpuhlished Custanedn:
What 1= Really On His Mind?

| have jost finished a new book manuscript ouled
Piychedelics Relmagined, four hundred pages of cs:
says oo hallucinogens and hallucmogenic drug culmre.
My agent, Bernard Shir-Clill, represenied Castansda
af one powmnt, %o | have hatl munerous conversations
about the old davs, his going to lunch with Castaneda
ant all the behind-the-scenes husiness,

One chapier of my new book contains new, un-
published material by Carlos Castaneda from the 1968
perind, the time of his first book The Teachings af
Don Jugrt. This material is based on origmal record-
ings. supplied by researcher David Christie,

Castaneda apparently tried to use his powers o
find lost measure and mopéy. | quole from some of
the guestions and answers Castaneds pave before 2
private sudience atv that time. The following are never-
betore-published. verbatim quotes from Carlos Cas-
1aneda:

“1"'ve been invelved with hunting treasures
lapely A Mexican came 1© me and told me there was
i house thai, uh, belonged 1w a man who apparently
stored a lof of mongy and never useéd 2 bank.. He
figured and valculated (thar there was at |east $100,000
dollars snd he asked if | could discover where the
money was. Lasphfer. So I, um, followed this rial,
It was 2 mnor “ision; ool as clear as & divination
procedure, But it was a vision that could be inter-
prewed. A fire has to bt made that atracts whatever i
is that has 1o be-attracted, So this bunch of dbout four
people and |, they all did the rimal. we waiied for a
vision and nothing came at all. we dug up the whole
house and the guy that was diggmg, he got biten by a
black-widow spider [author’s oote: Cuaros Castaneda
means ‘Charly Spider’ o Spaunsh).

“...50 1 have this dream. A dream m which the
owner of the pouse points 0 the ceiling...So [ was
walking on the beams and this guy pol very suspi-
cious; he thought | was going to cheat him out of his
money - we never did.. He came up...He got Hooked,
vou know, with s legs dangling in tbe wpper part..

* ..l went to see Don Juan, aod | wid hitm of this
fathire...and he sid this was very natural, . whet s
left of & mag guards whatever e is hiding,™

Further Castaneda Conspiracies

While Castaneda’s books cantain @ lot of power,
50 do many of his critics, Most of these criticiams
focus on incousistencies o bis storviclling, confused
ar false anthropology, maccurnie GUOLS, wIong IeoE-
raphy, and unsubstandoned whnography, Castaneda
seems (0 Qave regulacly “pusted wogether'' various
places und people. Indian ribes 2ef combined and ap-
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pear i wrong locatons, oOr one chardcuer's acivinies
gel draped over another's. Actue! anthropoiomy Deld-
noies about Yagui or Hoichol wrriiory ger combingd
or cul-up and remixéd or exagpgeratsd. Imporiand
things regarding authentic Yagqw rimual, for instance,
are compleiely overlooked or lefl owl of aescripuons,

The first main series of erilciims Bppeared in
1976 by Richard deMille, titled Canianeds's Journey;
The Power and the Allepory (Ross-Ericksen, 1976). A
tollow-up baok in 1980 by DeMille was ttled The
Dor Juan Papers: Further Costoneds Conlroversies
(Ross-Erickson, 1980) Hoth were very popular books.
In theny, experts in Yogqui and Huichol culwere repeat-
edly conoadici Casiapeda’s claims, Expens in ethoo-
pharmacology and hallucinogens alse conttadict many
of Castancda’s claims regarding the effects of cerain
drugs or plants. Thesc two books are explosive and
dismurting, and still in pring,

Authemme scholars like peyote expert Dr. Weston
La Barre, author of The Pevole Cull (Schocken Books,
1869) |nmbasied Castaneds for falang data and mis-
leadmg the public, A Yagui Indian expert from
UCLA—the onging! Casumcds publisher—Dr. Ralph
Beals sequested Castaneda’s field totes several limes.
Cestaneda never supplied anything, o fact. w four
other anthropojopists from UCLA, Many other critical
publications have appeared, further fueling book sales,
and controversy,

My just-released book. Psychedelics: The Most
Exgiring New Muaterials On Psychedelic Drugs (Lyle
Stuart/Barricade, 1994) Mas a chapter called “The
Breaching OF Don Juan’s Teachinp.' Thix chapter, by
author Ray Clare. anempis o determine where Cas-
mneds originally gor his shamani¢ ideas. Ope source
seems 16 be a8 irbe of Yagul shamans called the Pas-
colas. The Pascolas are clown shamans involved in
tricksierism and burlesgue. Part of the tadition of the
Pascola mvolves wking actusl ceremony or wadition
and distorting it, lampooning it, much like Castaneda
may have done with real Yagui ceremony. My book
contams photographs of an acteal Pascola clown-sha-
mian connected with a cult called the Trembling Instru-
ment Tribe, 2 Yagqui cult possibly connected to ancient
Tolter magic. The Toltecs preceded the Mayan and
Aztecs, as well as the Yaqui Indians in Mexico. Lutle
is known about the religious practices of the Toliees,
Ray Clare believes than Castaneds derived the Don
Jusn Marus characier from the Spanish word Mans,
shor for Methuselah, or “old wise man." French poet
Antonin Arnawd also saw versions of the Pascola while
in Mexico, and described them in detadl in his 19505
book, The Peyote Dance (Farrar, Strans and Guroux,
1976 [1948, st ed.]).

Dr. Jay Fikes' has recently produced a new

ground-breaking book, Carlos Castoneda, Academs:
Opportunism In The Psychedelic Sixrier (Millennd:
Press, 1993). I atiempis 10 implicate threx UCLA an-
thropolomsts, Dr. Myerhoff. Dr. Furst and Dr Da)
gada, m delibermely faking or distormg scholarly (o
formation supporting Casianeda's Pn.D. thesis and
books, These toree scholars helped Casianeds gel hy
book coniract through the Umiversity of Caiilormy
Press. Dr. Fikes reveals that several actual shamans
were used o medel the Bedious Don Juan Mars
These included an [ndisn named Ramon Medine and
Mexican shamaness Marina Sabina,

‘Some of the more mmazing claims described and
then discredited in Fikes' book inglude;

l. Dr. Myverhoff clums o show an Indisn spe-
cerer (laer known o be the informant Medina) actu-
ally "fiying." Furst called this photo “sirikingly simi-
lar w...Don Juan's feats.”™ This later proved 1w be a
totally staged phoro (with no feld notes) wken well
outside Chapalanga Huichol wermmory.

<. Dr. Furst and others repeatedly sold Medina (v
UCLA as a sacred Huichol “singer'’, trying to make
him & saleable celebrity. o fact, & “‘sluge” muss
make af least len peyowe hums and serve as Huichol
temple officer for five years or more, Medina never
represenied himself in this mannet.

3. Dr, Myerhoff recounts the many sexual feats of
Medina. [l is well known experss that a mara ‘Gcame
(shaman healer] must live & wually pristine monogs-
mous life.

4, Several anthropological expens including the
very respected Dr. Weigand, accused Dr. Furst and
Dr, Myerhoff of “representing data derived from (he
amsans of Western Mexico as 1 it were a presentation
of the life aor world view of the indipenous [Huichol]
shamans. ™

This book also mcludes important descriptions and
color phoios of wciual Huaacame and Huichol cere-
monies, Once vou see the real thing, Castaneda's plas-
tic versions of these riwals stand ow more. This book
is 50 provocative and accusing thal ar least one of the
doctors in question, Dr. Furst, threatened a lawsuit for
slander if the tone wasn't downplayed, Another storm
cloud comes from the soom to be published book by
authors David Chrstie and Margaret Castaneda, Car-
los’s ex-wife. The Castaneds marriage ended on & bad
note, expect 2 tell-all.

Author Richard Alan Miller (The Magical and
Riual Uses of Perfirnes, Destiny, 1989; The Modem
Alchemis:, Phanes Press, 1994) aleo makes unsubsian-
tiated claims that he was under contract by Simon and
Schuster w0 belp ghost-write and provide pew ideas
and background for Castaneda. Thit surrounded the
Tales of Power writing sessions. Miller also claims 10

—
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have met Don Genero, although it is more likely he
met Juan Medina. While | haven't seen the Simon and
Schuster contract, Miiler 3 2 respected author and lec-
turer, with dozens of books in print.

In Conclusion

Carlos Castaneda started a revolotion withio con-
sciousness and New Age circles. He ok modern
America into the world of the shaman like no one has
ever done, before or since. He definiwely helped start
the psychedelic revoliunion and Americans' fascination
with narural hallucinogens like peyoie and psilocybin.
He also popularized the new age celebrity, Indian and
Shamanic market places, magazines like Shamun's
Drum, Woman of Power and Magical Blend, and
countless workshops. Fire-walking, sweat-lodges, sa-
¢red rartles, dream pillows, etc., got 3 huge boost
through Castaneda’s onginal works, Literally hundreds
of books on Indlan shamamsm sod New Age shamanic
meditation, drumming or forune-telling exist because
Casmneda made these things popular aod salesble. Ca-
reers have been mode wrinng books thar dispue his
books! A whole market has developed originally
rooted in Carlos Castaneda. In this sense. he was—aor

is—a prophes. Whetber his wdeas @nd books represent
truth, or a version of the truth, is sl in dispute. His
work has cogendered & new network of seekers, both
on the street, in the umoversity and even *‘on-line"
through the loternet and services |ike Amerca On-
Ling. He certamly has cresed a well from which mil-
lions. of people have: drawn.

This communication and community is the impor-
tam aspest. If anything, Castanedn has left this as his
legacy. He built a network from which otier impor-
tant information and an will emerge. Gening people to
talk about the earth, about traditional spirituality,
about namural healing and real spirtmality s imporant
now more than ever. Whether Castaneda s tnicksier or
prophet remains 10 be seen, and the end this may nol
be a5 imporam as the community he serves,

Thomas Lyiile has published over sevenry articles
and seven books pn sates of consciowsness, shaman-
ism and hoilucinogenic drugs. His latest 15 tiled Psy-
chedelics: The Most Exciing New Materials On Psy-
chedelic Drugs (Barricade/Lyle Start, 1994),
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Caries, Cabals and Correspondence

Ta the Barmes Roviews

all fonims for open debme abow msory shold

be encouraged, 30 | welcome Boarnes Bewew, As
vou may know, such a debate regarding the Liberty
Loty has developed m the pages of Sreamsiovel
Prees.

Many Sreamshiovel teaders regard the Lobby as
"fascier. " The view s only steagthened by vour usa
of the Tacist wrm “pygmics’ 1 describe anyvome who
finds something wrong with sifling with the Narzs in
World War 11 {"Lean DeGrelle Redux," Bomes Re-
view #1). The supgesion thal e hisiory of the Jews,
lesbians, blacks and Amernican Indiens 15 nob 8 pénome
inierest of historons bur rather the result of “political
correcmess” also does hitle o enhance the Review
credibility as an open forum. In fact, Il suggesis thar
your jourmal 5 more mainsttean that 1t pretends, n
these days of white, male, Republican anger.

The Lobby, and | presums the Review, couniers
that its sympathiee are populist, not fascist. Ooe good
way 16 pursie this ling of historical moury would be
for the Barmes review 10 publish a poimt-by-point revi-
siomist analysis of Seonl Molemse's recént article in
Cover: Action (Fall 1994} linkmg Willis Carto and the
Lobby w groups ke Gerald L. K. Smith's Christian
Nationalists, Please accepl this suggesiion in the spirit
of open inguiry the Review claims o defend

No less a source than Wiliam 5. Burroughs has
pointed out that fascism generally includes an element
of mnpenalism. Wih this in mind, Harry Bamnes® phi-
losophy, as expressed in “Revisionism And The Pro-
moion of Peace,’ seems more grounded i zénopho-
bia than fascism. In the days of California's Proposi-
tion 187, this again moves Barnes Review' in the main-
strean of Asnenican hioking, As ever,

I agree with Mark Lane and Flercher Prowy thar

Kenn Thomas

Thank vou so much for your pood leter of Janu-
ary 29, 'm sorry thar | am igoorant of the debaie in
your publication regarding Liberty Lobby. Perhaps
you will be kind enough 16 brmg me up 1o date,

Lipgrale have a very uninformed knowledge of
fascism. it seems, (his 1erm was developed by Mus-
solini 1o describe his system. Mussolini practiced im-

perialigm and so attacked Ethiopia

However. Hitler. the muerpreter of national sogial
1sm, although destribed as @ Inseist and thoupn his
reeime nad many. many similacmes o Mussolmi's
was antpampenilism. and he, w el offered w me=
Brrlsk vo asseni 10 their veonowed conidl of ket
overses domimons and colomes atd swaed that (Fes-
many had no dzsigns opn the African enlomes taken
awsy from b in the Versailles Trean. Hitler was amti-
commimnist and fro-Britgin,

S50 you see Mr. Bummoughs doesn’l know whal
he's wlking about and | just wemder i possibly the
reason that Hary Elmer Barnes as well #s all the
other “isolanonisis™ and the non-mierventioniss were
opposed o foreizn meddling is because they fell—per-
fectly correctly as ot twmed ooi—that mterventon in
the affairs of ower nations 15 not and was nor m the
mieresi of the Umited Siapes, If is amazing 1o me 1o
nte that intemationalists and liberals, who ore always
bellyaching about racial equality, teel thar they are so
supemior 0 evervone elss that they have the right 1o
blunder around all over the world relling all ether peo-
ple how o run their own affalrss—while the United
States 1 poing down the mbe,

| thank @t is puzziing thal you say the werm “pye-
mies" )5 racist, Pygmies exist and they are small pep-
ple. Sorry about that.

As for Scotl MeLemee's anicle in Covert Acrion 1
did not read i1 Numerous copies were senl to me buf
there is 50 much of tha crap | don't have Lme (o read
it In addition, 1 wouldn’t answer because: 1. i would
take a book or more (o deal with whal Mclemee cov-
ers; 2, my record speaks for uself to thoss who are
concerned about the survival of the West, which I'm
tertain McLemes 15 not; 3, this is not & proper subjedt
for the Barnes Review and 4, Mclemee Is a hack do-
g 2 job for i Sicrn dneests who vwn and conuol
that Tunny magizine. |f Coverr Action was anything
other than a CIA operation, why dossn't it tell the
truth about the CIA's assassination of John Kennedy,
as our attornesy, Mark Lane, has dane for twenfy
years? Judge Melemes's spunterings by the source,

Thanks again Tor writing, Sincerely,

Willis A. Carto
Washingion, DC
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Book Reviews

he Cambridge Crank Tournament:
manonal Grammary Ride Out To Joust With
Statiziical Contral or Demonization in the
Service (1) of Truth
by Roy Lisker

Rethinking Camelot
by Noum Chomsky, South End Press, 1993

In Retrospect
by Robert §. McNamara, Times Books, 1995

“Bivod lust has s merils, bur money talks even

lowder. ™
—Noam Chomsky in Rethinking Camelod

“Statistics, ' he smiled, “McNamara doces on ma-
tistics, bur ['ve never been able fo make héad nor tail

of them, "
—Sam Adams in War of Numbers

| begin by invoking an image, utterly fanmtastic of
course, no doubt scientifically impossible yer which,
given the utterly eredible character of all thingy that
we do know abour the planning, execution and after-
math of the Kennedy assasswation, is no more m-
probable:

In the days following the evenis of November 22,
1963, & ream of doctors from some neurclogical re-
search instimue, secretly funded by the CIA, are dis-
patched Lo Bethesds Memorial Hospital and 1o Dealey
Plaza, Mission: o sweep up, vollect or confiscae as
many. fragmems of the grev matter one sees an the
Zaprudér film, éxuuding from JFK's skull at the mo-
ment of uppagi. These bits of his brain are carried
back to the instinue. cleaned in chemical baths, recon-
structed with the help of computer enhancements with
meticulous care, and so forth, The ultimate purpose of
this macabre paleontoiogy? To dewermine. from the
suggestions of the remaining (hought traces, which of
these two words is inscribed in the residual pulp:
“WITHDRAWAL! or “ESCALATION!"

Thirty years later we find this very question at the
center of a storm of uniquely quaint academic irrele-
vance. Journalists, wrwers, politicians and scholars
heatedly engage in the lists, swinging (heir maces,
lances, chains, baitle-axes at one another under the op-
posing banners, “withdrawal™ versus “escalation’, as
if the very survival or demolition of the age-old Yan-
kee dream pivoted on this single issue.

For Noam Chomsky the quesiion (s so serious Usat
he has devoted an emtire hook 10 s resolution, al-
though only a small porion of s pages really focus

on the mater at hand, The rest of it is filled wih
hysierical shricking, name-calling, accusation, rTant,
and other stapies of Chomskian rhetoric. In addition,
most of that part of the book which supposedly deals
with this pressing concern is given over (0 smde ai-
tacks om Johm Newman's exhsustive research effort on
lhe same issue (JFX and Viemam, which at leasr sticks
lo the poinr).

Newman concludes that JFK would have pulled us
our of Vietnam, and darkly suggests that his resisting
io the pressures put upon him to commit group troops
was one of the key factors in the decision 10 assassi-
naé him.

Chomsky's thesis s that - bug before | present his
thesis 1 want to say a few words abour his peculiar
rhetorical syle. Although Neoam Chomsky has gam-
bled (and won!) his scientific career on the dogmanc
insistence that a sentence must have a clear. unambi-
guous meaning 0 be accepable as true English, his
own writiog comures up whirlwinds of irrelevancies,
dlmogt alwdys in the accusative mode, from wiuch it
is often impossible 10 exiract any coherent meaning,

To take one example owt of many: in two shon
pages of Rethinking Camelor (28, 29), he rambles on,
in series and in paralle] with scarcely any disoursive
conanection, abour;

(1) Andrew Jackson's genocidal war againsi the
Seminole [ndians,

{2) The evil soul of the historian Tactus, who
made the mistake of communicating the very astute
observation that “Crnme once exposed has no refuge
big in oudgciry, " Chomsky labels this “The Tacitus
Principle”. lo some places he calls i, “The vile
maxim of the masters of maniind'".

[3) The POW/MIA smoke scresn

(4} The re-armmg of the Khmer Rouge mn 1980s

{5} The corruption of Thailand by the West

(6) Erance’s insistence in the |Sth cenmry thm
Hailt pay a huge indemnity for the crime of winning
its revolution.

(7) The suppressed accounts of brutal treatment of
ltalian and German POWs during WWII by the US
and Briiain. None of this has anything at all 10 do
with the thesis of Rethumbong Camelot. It takes a bir of
work to discover what this thesis is, but by pasting
together birs and pleces scantered through the book, it
seems 10 go something like this;

{i? In 1492, Europe |aunched a 500 vear lony
genocidal war agamsr the hunoan race,

(ii) The Viemamese war was the mose recent and
the most hormible chapier of thar war.
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(iil) It really ought to be called “Kemnedy's War"',
becaose JFK purzued #t with =n insame zeal second
only 1o Hitler's harred of the Jews.

{iv) JFK was 8 nght-wing fanaric, which ts why
he enthusiasucally supponied a terror swae m Vietnam
up 1o 1961,

(v) The decisive escalanon of the war from wndi-
rectly supported stue teror W dirge naked aggression
was done by JFK in Aogusi of 1961,

In addinon to these 5 poinis, there are several
buzz-words, some of which we have aiready seen.
They reiterme (hrough the text like the Lemotifs of
Wagner's pperas: the 500 year comguest, the Colum-
bian era; Kemmedy's war, Kennedy's escalanon; the
masters of mankind; the coltwal managers; the mer-
chant warrtors; the Kemmedy cull, eic.

Il 5 easy w0 parody of this siyle, which [ dub
“academic peo-Maoism™'. Here 1= an example.

“Invoking the Tocius Principle. ihe masiers of
mankind have instructed the cultural managers of the
‘lineral’ academy and the Free Press to delude the op-
pressed victims of the 500 year European war on man-
kind as to the well-loid conspiracies of the military-in-
dusirin! complex and the Tri-Lateral Commission.,. "

You can say anything vou wanl with this style of
writing; it 15 neither literature, journalism or scholar-
ship. It is more like a “vile, nefarious, conspiratorial
blood-bath, an infamows asseult on longuage’ and
rruth!/ ", which should not surprise anyone who knows
how his limguistic theories achieve the same ends by
other means.

Once in awhile, Chomsky does manage 10 stae
his thesis in a reasonable way. On page 33 he writes:
“As Keanedy wok office, the US posilion seemed 1o
face imminent collapse. Kennedy therefore escalated
the war in 1961-62."

We now Jook through the book 10 discover whar this
initial escalation consisied of. On page 23, he wells us:
"On October 11, 1961, Kennedy ordered {...] 12 planes
especially equipped for counter-insurgency warfare,

‘This, which Chomsky would have us believe is @
massive escalation, did nol occur in August, but in
October, What then does be mean when he states in
severnl places that this fundamental rupture of the
threshold ‘twixt peace and war occurred in August?
Examining the record, available from many inde-
pendent sources, we realize (hat what he's ulking
abou! wasn't devised by Kenpedy at all Instead he's
aliuding o the imfamous Tavier-Rostow recommenda-
tions, prepared for and approved by the Joint Chiefx
of Suff. These called for:

(1) Helicopters manned by American pilots

(2) Air Force umits mannéd by Americans

{3) 10,000 combar roops

(4) Comingency pianming for US i strikes, in
both the Sounth and the North,

From the amazing shopping list. Kennedy an
proved only (1) and (2), In fact, a5 Newman tells us
Kennedy stumned the Joint Chiefs of S@aff i his memo
of November 22, 1961 (NSAM#111) with his firm re
fusal to commii ground combat roops.

This doesn’| sound like escalation: 1f anvihing one
pets the picture of an embanled mun (rywig 1o keep &
hoard of rabid dogs at bay by throwing them a fow
dirplanes!

Whea we speak of escalation, we wan! 10 use the
word in 8 reasomable way: The extreme right wing of
the ami-3bornon movement jells us that gmy contracep.
tive device 15 a “murder ‘weapou'! One of the very
impartani festures of the Vietnamese war s that, when
peen from the inside, it appears like 2 senes of blon-
ders made by lots of people with a wide range of
intentions throogh idealism, pacriotism, fanaticism,
greed. swupidity, mcompetence, delusion, and 5o on.

Seen from ihe ouside. that 15 o g2y o much the
same way as the Vicmamese themselves saw 11, o
looks more like the explosion of @ supemova, or the
collapsing of » Black Hole: A natural phenomenon ur-
folding in 8 manner thay clearly follows determinisie
physical laws, allholigh we may never be able 1o write
thers down or even know what they are.

This undeviating chain of évents goes nght frum
the withdrawa!l of the French in 1955 (o the depanure
of the Americans in 1975, through Eisénhower, Ken-
nedy, Johnsan and Mixom.

| therefore propose that we, in prder to determting
what we mean by an “‘escalation”™, draw a graph rep-
resenting the official Npures for the numbers of
American military personnel in Vietnam from 1960 w0
1968.* This graph doesn't give us any mformation
about the intensity of the bombmgs, the loss of life,
the destrucnon of the countryside and so on. but o
does provide a very rough index on which 0 pin the
mounting imensity of the war;
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VIETNAM:
ESCALATION IN UNTTS OF 20,000 TROOPS
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* This chart has been put together from dara sup-
plied by The Encvclopedia of the Amertcan Military,
Vol I, Scribmer's, 1994, and “The Limits of Interven-
tion." Townsend Hoopes, Murray 1970

Notice the regulanty of the curve fram 1960 10
1964, were Chomsky to content himself with the argu-
ment that JFK was something differen! from  the
peace-loving humanitarian thay certain people like o
imagine him as being, he would certainly have a case.
It is true that the number of military advisors sent 1o
Vigtnam rose from less than 800 in 1960 10 16,000 by
the time Kennedy was killed. This is an escalaton of
sores, and il comes down (o what one means by esca-
lation, It also implies thar we must be careful not to
smudge the line of demarcation between “Kennedy"
and the “Kennedy Admimsiration™, a nicery thar never
phases Chomsky: Although if these terms were freely
imerchangeable Tt is unlikely thar Kennedy would have
been assassinated. Nor do | think that JFK ought io be
excused for his part in precipitating the eventual catas-
iropne.

However the number of troops in Viemam jumps
from about 40,000 au the beguming of 1965 w0 over
180,000 by the end of the vear! The siope of the Ken-
nedy engagement is 5,000 soldiers per year: that of
the Johnson engagement after the Tonkin Bay resolu-
tion is 150,000 soldiers per vear, 3 3-fold increase

Is abortion murder? Did Kennedy escalate? T've
the impression that the abise of language is al aboul
the sane level,

The most batanced view our of all those I've en-
countered (n the literamre seems to me to be that of
Arthur Schiesinger, Jr. in bis biography of Robernt F.
Kennedy, i which he writes;

“... Kennedy's Viemam legacy wes dusl and con-
tradictory, He had left on the public record the im-
presston 0f a major national stake in the defense of
Sourhh Viemam against communism. He had left stead-
ily enlarging programs of military and economic assis-
tance. He had left natiomal security advisors whe for
thres vears had been urmpg an American expedition-
ary force and a total commitment to the salvaton of
South Vietnam. On the other hand, he had consistently
refused 1o send such 4 fores or make such a commit-
ment, He had lefl 3 formal plan, processed success-
fully throush the Pentagon, for the withdrawal of ad-
visors by the end of 1963, He hud left 3 public cam-
paign, belatedly begun, o lostill the wea thar Amen-
can myvolvement must be limied in a war that only the
South Viemamese conld win. And he had left privaie
apposition, repeatedly and émphaucally siueed. @ e
dispatch of American ground lorces.” (Rebert Ken-
nedy and His Times. Anhur M. Schigsinger, 1978,

Vol [1, pg. 738.

I can use my graph of the escalation 2s 3 lead inig
a discussion of the Robent 5. McNamars memoir; for
he wo presents a gmph: McNamara. as he tells us,
minored in mathematics when he siudied @t Berkeley,
That he did s0 appears 10 be one of pur national rage-
dies, McNamara drew this picture for Kennedy as 2
kind of lesson 1o him on the Wwise use of power:

POWER

1961 TIME 1969

Ap in 3o many of McNamara's prijections, this
world anly come o déemonstrate oncg more his ingom-
petence m the design apd interpretfation of mathemain-
cal images for the understanding of the real world.
The historically sccurate graph s this one:

POWER

1961 1963 TIME 1969

Robert §. McNamara's major contribution {of
which he Is guite proud) to the advance of science and
piviizatipn lies o the applicatiom of a subject called
"sranstical contral theory' o problems of higher man-
agement. Jt iz o methodology which be and a team of
like-minded gemuzes a0 the Horvard School of ‘Bisi-
ness Adminisirauon developed in 1945, They were
then able fo sell it and themselves wo the Ford Motor
Company where they became known as the “Whiz
Kids™. Tt 15 @ mysiery o me why Ford is sull in busi-
ness,
Statistical Control of an enserprise begins with
drawing up & (fimie) list of “wvital signs”, numercal
variables thay are judged 1o be reliable mdicators of
success or failure, Records on them: are kepl op 1o
date and diligenily momitored. Their inoréase is wken
as evidence of success or health, [If they hegin to fall
vou see Whar has w0 be dong 1o reverse the irend, o
thar they ooeé again begin © rise (15 b indéllcale w
use the word, “intlae™? }

Let us give McNamara the epporuaity o expian
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siatistical comtrol m his ewn wonds, (Page 237y

“Since my vears at Harvard, | had gone by the
rule thal it is not enough 1o conceive of an objecuve
and n plan 0 carty it out; you must monitar the plan
to detemmare whether yvou are achisving e objec-
tive. .1 was convineed (hat...we could find variables
that may indicate our success o failure. So owe meas-
gred the mrgets destroyed an the North., the raffic
down e Ho Chi Minh Trail, the weapons seized, thc
encmmy body comit, e, Cnitics poim 1o te use of the
body couni a5 an example of my obsession with num-
bérs, ‘This guy McNamara', they say, ‘he tries 10
auanlify evérything'. Obviously there are things voul
cannot quantify: hooor and besety for example. But
(hings you can poumt you ooghl to count. Loss of life
{z one when vod are fghting » war of attrition.™

One doesn’t kmow where (o begin o response 1o
this astonishing confession. Clearly his degree from
Berkeley in economics, with & minor In math, gave
him a familtarny with siatsdes e oo nonon of how
wr use them correctly. If yvou chose a vanigble which
you miend 1o monfior, You mus Y 1o defermine 1f

(1) This varable is & reliable measure of progress
or defeat.

A variable such as “body count™ was In fact very
gffective i the comtexi of MNazi Germany m which the
objective wat genocide. The Germans kept cloge tabs
on the numbers of Jews being exterminated. Bul when
e objectove {5 " thwart the morale of dedicated
Communists'”, bedy counts are ridiculbus,

(2) That the methods used m gathering data are
giving vou accurate numbers: Collecting accurare fig-
utes for the ‘death toll of the memies soldiers” onder
batle conditions, and in & stuaion i which one could
not distimguish friend from foe, was simply impossi-
ble. The officers of the ARVN would then inflate
these figurss several nmes. because they knew that the
Americans wanied high body coums. Another inflation
would oocur when the Amerncans transmified whal
ihey had been given to the upper command, because
they knew that McNamam wa obsessed with stans-
fics.
But the ugliest part of this farce came when, as
ativone can discover through a linle resedrch, is that
MecNamars wasn't even honest with these fgures, that
he himself scorned his: greares| discovery in the history
af peeuds-mathemanics!

There happens 1o be anoter book smanding night
nrw on the shelves of the bourgeois booksiores, which
tells us a preat deal abowt MoNamara®s conempt for
the American people and for Mis own methods: "'The
War of Numbers: An imellipence Memoir™, by Sam
Adams (Steerfonth Press, [994). Adams was the died
in 1988 of a mysiertous heart attack) the ex-ClA ageni

who, or fanuary 23, 1982, wWeni public on CBS will
aewiled Information on the éxtent 1o which the Penta-
gon was systemancally falsifiang the official figures
on VC casualnes and the Order of Batle (OB), This
lead o General Wesmmoreland s libgl sudt against CBS
and the long stream of pubiic revelations thal came out
during the trial.

Here are the refevam passapes fromr Adem’s book
lpage 212}

"MACVY [Mitliary Assistance Command, Viemam|
dircovered irs vaxt ynderestimare of Vietcong numbers
in late 1966..A: s point, the main resistance
ggainit one eame from the Pentagan, including the of-
Jice pf the secretary of defense. Rober: 5. MeNamara.
As McNamara explained ro an aide in late January, he
realized that the official OB was alf wrong, but tha
he was nor yet prepared 1o tell Congress. He meanr
whar he said. On 6 March 1967, he briefed a Con-
gressional commirtee using e official numbers, the
same nes fig krew 1o be low. .,

COne morning, shortly before the gtant of the
stheduled conference. a colonel from J-2 sopped by
Lynn's desk with the suggestion thar the stremgths al
which Lynn was carrving hi six VC unus were “way
too high'. Lvan denied ff, ar which the colone! simply
picked up Lynn's sirength sheet, crossed out the num-
bers by each regimen:, and penciled o new ones, on
the average one-third lower. To Lynn's amazement, &
unit which he had carried with 3,100 men became
1,906 instead...Gorman remarked that hy early Sep-
tember., "You could march a VC regiment down the
hall, and they wouldn 't pur it in the OB_.."

“An order armved (Sept 1967) from Secreiary
McNamara's office saying ther McMNamara wanted the
newly agreed upon OB number of some 240,000 1w be
‘retroactively readjusted’ "

“The ‘retroactive reatijustment’ ook place in the
third week of September. abe readjustment was Sim-
ple. A J-2 officer chalked a curve on 2 blackboard,
Oo the rignt hand end of the curve he wroie the oum-
ber agreed vpon a! the Salgon conference
241,000...He sttpped back o look ar the curve from a
dismance, then retwrned to the board 1o write 285,400
next 1o August 06 and 204,700 next o August 65.7

It is possible (o establish a conmection berween
MecNamara and Chomsky, in that their contribuiions 10
preudo-seignce were both concocted and developed in
thal eradle of American crankiness, Cambridge, Mas-
sachisens. It 15 my conviciion thar our fupure hision-
ans will come 10 recognize thar the twin presence of
Harvard and M.LT. in the same place made Cam-
bridge the most dangerous city in the whole United
States, more than New York, Chicago, Miami or even
Washmgton, D.C. It is ideas, ullimarely, that resiore
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or nun the world, and o tévms of the density of smnis-
ter thinking, muoch of which has been actoalized in our
own day, there are few places that compete with Cam-
bridge : pragmatism, Skinner boxes, Behavioral Modi-
fication, Cybernetics, Artificial Intelligence, statistical
¢ontrol, trancformarionsl grammar, strategic hamiets,
saciabiology, apelogetics for nuclear power, electromic
battlefields, Bean-Bayogian psvchotherapies, eio., eic.
Cambridge is decidedly not for ibe timid.

Quile apart from his dieories and their “remroac-
tive readjustment'’, the problem with ail of
McNamara's memoir is that he s one of those persons
whose professional careers have so conditioned them
to compulsive lying thar they actually become incapa-
ble of formulating rue statemnents. Were MoNamara 1o
be injected with a tuth serum, sodium pentathol for
exampie, nothing aboit him would chappe: his sinecre
state i3 ope i which he i5 relentlessly speaking io
falsehoods.

Despite all the apolopedcs and disclaimers in the
memoir, McNamara was 3 ferocious, even demented,
hawk, all through the Viemamese war, and if he did
express some reservations from tme o nme, i mus
only have been becanse he was afraid of the possible
reckoning to come. It was certamly no accident thar he
was the person charged, on August fh, 1964, by the
Johmzon admumstranon fo recoum tha! monstrous fab-
ricatton of half-rruths, fantasies and lies, the Viemam-
ese attack on the destover Maddox, thal led to the
Tonkin Bay resolution and the real escalation of the
war,

On page 95, McMNumars finds time to contribute
his own opinions to the grey matier debate. He adds
nothing néw 1o what 15 already known and, as wsual,
ts primarily concerned with covering his own ass:

"What would John F. Kennedy have done if he
had lived? 1 have been asked that question couniless
times over the last thirry years. Thus far. | have re-
fused to answer for two reasons: Apart from what |
have related, the president did not rell me what he
plansied (o do in the fowre. ..

"...Bur today 1 feel differently, Hawing reviewed
the record o detail, and with the advantage of hmd-
sight, I think it highly possible that, had President
Kennedy lived, he would have pulled us out of Viet-
nam. He wowd have concluded that the South Viet-
namese were incapable of defending themselves, mnd
that Saigon's grave palifical weaknesses made n un-
wise o Iry to effect the limitation of Sowth Viemam-
ese forces by sending U.S. combat troops on 2 large
scale, | think that be would have come 1o that conelu-
ston even if he reasoned, a5 | believe be would have,
that Soyth Viemam and, oltimately, Southeast Asia,
would then be lost o Commmunism,....

Y..o50 | conclude that Joho Kenpedy would have
evenmally gotien out of Viemam rather than more
decply in. | express this judgmemt now because, in
light of it, | must explain how and Why we - including
Lyndon Baines Johnson - who continued on in palicy-
making roles afier Presidem Kennedy's death made the
decisions |eading to the evenal deploymént 1o Vier-
nam of half a million US combag troops.”

It should come as no surprize (o amyone that he
finishes this passage by throwing the blame omp the
shoulders of LBJ whao, it could be argued, was only
responding to the dubious statisnes that McNamara
was jeeding mm.

There is, in this enilre bowk, only one passage
that one can trust a5 being reasonably tuthful. This is
a ranseription, on page 635, of 2 privale memo senl by
Kemnedy (o Henry Cabot Lodge in Saigon on Seprem-
ber 17, 1963, the eéve of lhe coup that ousted Diem
aod Nhu, I don’t think thet even McNamara would
dore o amper with the hisioncad record, =o we can
assume that Kennedy really wrope the things thar are
presented here:

"CAP 63516

“EYES ONLY PERSONAL FOR AMBASSA-
DOR LODGE. DEPT. PASS TMMEDIATELY. DE-
LIVER ONLY TOPY. NO OTHER DISTRIBUTION
IN DEPT. WHATEVER. FROM THE PRESIDENT.

“1. ‘Highest level meefing loday has appraved
broud outiine of an acdon.,....program desrened lo
obtain fram GVN if possible, reforms and personnel
necessary. fo nunrain support of Vietmgmese and US
ppinion in war agamst Vier Cong...

"2, We ze¢ oo good opporcunily for action 10 te-
move present fOVErnment in near fiure.

(-]

"4, (a). Diem should get everyone back ‘o work
and get them to focus on winming the war,.. A real
spirit of reconcilistion could work ‘wonders on the
people he leads; o puniive, harsh or autbcrae amimde
could only |ead to further restsianee.

"“h). Buddhists and smudents. Let themn out and
leave them oomolested. This more than anythmg else
would demonstrate (he reurn of @ beter day apd the
reforussing on (he momn ohject at hand - the war

[l
“Id) Secret and combat polige - Confine its tole to
pperations agunst the VC - and dbandon operations
agamnst non-Communisi opposilion groups thersby in-
dicatifig clearly that a period of reconciliation and po-
iltical stabiliry has remrned.

"5, Elections - These should be held, shonld be
free, and should be widely observed,

“@, Specific reforms are ap! o Have {ile Empac
withoui dramauc, symbolic move which cenvinces Vi-
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cmamess thit reforms are real s we thimk would
require Nbu's deparnire from Smipon and preferably
Viemam a1 least for extended vacation, We recognize
the strong possibility thar these and otier pressures
may nol produce this resull, but we are convanced (hai
il I§ necessary o iy,

g, Meanwhile there 15 increasiip concerm here
with strictly milftary aspects of the problem, both w
tetme of ctus! progress of opetationg and of heed 16
make effective case with Congress Tor conlintes]
prosecution of the effort.”

This memo is guite mieresting, because it does
lend some credence o Chomsky s view thar Kennedy
would not have pulled out the ooops, but definituvely
refutes the notion that be supporied the siructure of a
“error state" and had oo concem for hignan nights,
The phrases highlighied in sections § and 6 are strik-
ing examples of black humor, They are 3 coded mes-
sage for "dump the Diems," or it shows that Kennedy
was living 1 a kand of cloud cuckoo land, quite typi-
cal of she American establishment which believes that,
no marter 'what the realities of (he situalion, some ni-
ive application of "democracy™ i a cure for all ills,

To conclude this comparative assessmemt of the
views of Chomsky md McNamara as to what really
happened {n Viemam, | should only stae why | think
thet Chomsky's billermess 15 0 some degres under-
siandable, This indeed gives his ideas some merit;

Chomeky ix really angry & Keohedy because, e
g e tgnorant preppy and selfsivled liberal thar fe
was, he didn't have the good sense i choose people
like Chomsky for his Brain Trust, thar group of mrel.
lectualg, fargely associated with Bosten and Cambridpe
whe were given the privileged taste of real power for
awhile a5 advisors 1o the president,

I agree with Chomsky in this maner. Who can
seritosly argue that an intelligent crank like Chomslkoy
would not have been a betier cholce for Secrewary of
Defense than an uner dumbball like MeNamars? O
that a dedicated anarchist cadical Bike Howard Zinn
would not hive forged a betier foreign policy for ue
than a faous creep like McGeorge Bundy?

There exists in Bosipn and Cambridge (and
some other nomversity circles), even today, 2 groaning,
grumbimg underground of embinered mellecmals, all
mad -as hell becapse the American governmeni has
never undersiood thar they have 1o be mollified and
ought ta at least be listened o, Look ar Minerind's
Franee, with its Pouvorr [rrellecruelt

Among these we may court Chomsky, Zinn,
Robert Coles, Seymour Mellman, Robern Jay Lifton,
eic., etc...and, in the younger groeration, mysell; all
of bs so many gulli-ndden prophets of doom. You
might call us the "Jeremiahs of the coffes @hie."”
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Shootings from the Hip and Shootings from the Lip
But Jesse’s Only Joking
by John Kimsey

t°s Dec. iTih as | wrie this and the Whire House

has just undergone its monthly dose of target

pracuice. Yes, as of loday, one more sev of stray
bullets has somehow found i way o within inches of
the highest office m the land, this lime while the first
[amily $lumbered inside the building, apparently undis-
turbed. Acocording i CNN, the Seerel Service is nor
sure whether this incident represents an ach of aggres
sion directed agasmur the presidency per se: the latest
bullets fired into the White House, they explain, may
have been discharged In . unrelated—and unsolved —
shootng which occurred nearby.

Yeah. nghi.

This s the third such incident in approximately
three months: there was the plane crash/sincide incj-
dem of Sept. 12; the assault nfle attack of fast month
(recently confirmed as an acmual assassinanon anempl)
nnd now this. (Sreomspovel Debrist On Dec, 20, yo
another shooting occurred just ouside the White
House. this one by the police who shot and killed o
homeless man, In the days following, another man
with a gun was arrested trying (o climb the White
House fence and another. claiming wrongiy 1o have a
bomb in his car, aso was arrested near the While
House. )

Well, hev, what can you say? There is, after all,
a “strong ant-Clinton sentiment™ among fhe voters,
chuckle some. Others observe that there are just a lo
of lone ours ont (here willing o ke potshots ar the
presidemt 1a facr demonstrated, these folks sagely
vpine. by the history of the 1960s), Anyway, shil oth-
érs say, all these jokers misred, so what's the big
deal?

Clearly though, a pamtern is emerging, and it's 2
panem worth looking at in context. Pen of the comext
is the rhetoric that has been used, consistently, by
promupen: voices of the radical nght, Threz or so
weeks ago, ihat underestimated wit Jesse Helms was
quoted 1 2 Nonth Caroling newspapér as claiming that
the anti-Clinton sentinient among mulitary people of
his ¢lose aequaintance was asionishingly high. (And by
the way, rhar's 4 comfomng démocralic image, iSn't
jt—dn armed forces fill of Kissers-up to Jesse Helms?)
This was a few davs after Heims had stued, on net-
work TV. that Clinton was unfit to he commander in
ched, [f Heims wid the newspaper, Presidens Clinton
comes down Norin Carolina way 1o inspect amy gol-
dang mifitary bascs, “'He'd bener bring 3 bodyguard.™

Har de har. Beside bemng 3 US senafor,

abour the volcing of such sentiments by a person with
s0 much power and responsibility. When the tny
squenks of disopproval emerged in the press a few
days later, Helms—and numerous prominent defend-
ers—were quick to say that the Senmtor had only been
joking, speaking off the cuff, eic. and anyway, who
do these media rypes think they are, roasting 3 loud-
comes naruraly?

But in fact, most of wha passed for “criticism"™
simply ascribed the remark to Helms' quaim, wacky
way of expressing himself, to bis abrasive, call-'em-
like-he-sees-'em style, so offensive to snooty liberal
types, but much beloved by his populist consnuency.
Here 1s journalist John Monk, in 4 widely circulared
story from (he Knight-Ridder news service:

Helms it known for sianding kis conservaiive
groursd
—ripping liberal targets with passionate. . attacks

Al the same time, he has pleased many Americans
who felt he was yowung truths that other politicians
were afraid 1w utter

Such conduct, the commentatars farther sug-
gesied, was deplorable, bur mostly becanse il was de-
classe—vulgar and embarrassing, like breaking wind
in a confessional hooth.

OF course, Helms does have 3 listory of making
bigoted, unfunny “‘jokes” mnd spewing ultra-nighust
insules at liberal dcons. This i5 the distngushed gen-
Ueman who, dfter a Senate debawe about the nse of e
Confederate flag as a state . stood in an eleva-
tor sinping "Dixte’ in the face of Sen. Carel Moseley
Braum, saving he was going 1o keep domg so “unul
she cries.” And this is the American suesman who
argu=d against the establishment of 2 national holiday
in hogor of Dr. Marin Luther King because King
wis, he alleged. 3 communist sympathizer who had
“hossility to and hatred for America.”

Such are the “truths” that other politicians are. in
journalist Monk's words, “afrmd 10 unter." Of course,
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David Duke, 3 politician—as well as ex-Naz| and ex-
Klansman—inters such “fruths" all the time, so per-
hips, while we'te al il, we should applavd him as well
for fearlessly speaking the "tuth.”™ Why, verimble
Minsters of Truth they are, Heims and Duke, worthy
of the Mimstry of Truth i George Orwell's 1984, 1is
moti was “War 15 peace. [freedom is slavery, igoo-
rance s strength.” s stock i trade—shades of our-
rent talk radio—was @ sume-comrolled exercise i de:
montzation called the “Two-Minue Hate*'. A strained
comparison? Not w0 worry, like other eminemt truth-
speakers, I'm only joking.

Yei Helms it & mon who, in other contexts, has
expressed grave fears about Lhe power of words and
images (0 harm or corrupl, and about the fragility of
American institutions in the face of free speech ifre.
sponsibly wielded. This is, afier all, the man who
made an enormous natfonal issue of the "depencrate
ari” of Roberi Mapplethorpe and Apdres Serrano, and
who loudly questionsd the right of such expressions 1o
even exisl, According 1o Helms, the unerances of
Mapplethorpe and Serrano—even (hovgh made in
complex imageid rather than words, in ant galléries
rather than the natonal press @nd before an sudience a
fraction of the size of the Senawr's own—wére dan-
gerous threats to Armerican valpes, assaulis on our
very way of life.

Unlike, say, & US senator making threats on the
life of the president.

And this in a country where a Surgeon General
can be hounded from office by a reactionary lobby
because her sanc, scientifically nuanced remarks (take
a look &t what she really said, as opposed 1o the eari-
cature paimed by righi-wing propagandists) about
AIDS and drug policy offended said lobby's twelfih-
cennry sensibilities.

Had she just sung “Dixie,” maybe Dr. Elders
could have kept her job. Il seems o have worked for
Jesse.

But lei us pause, for if we iake up double stand-
ards here, we'll azver see the end of 1. Can you
imagme the firestorm if a Democrar had seid aboul a
Republican president what Helms did abour Clinton?
Or consider the following: Early reporis on last
month's assaul! rifle assassinstion aftempt by Fran-
cisco Duran noied that Duran’s pickup muck was plas-
tered with night-wing Limbaugh-pid bumper stickers
and slogans, a detail that was guickly dropped from
subsequent reports on the incident. Imagine what Lhe
coverage—or the weamment of the alieged assailant—
would have been like had he been a leftist.

The past year has seen other such “incidents.”
Last January, Ronald Gene Barbowr, an unemployed
limeusine driver from Orlando, FL, was arrested pn &

charge of threatening 10 kil! Clinton. Armed with a
45 caliber automatic pistol, Barber was loitering sus-
picously around Clinton's jogmng routes, this efier
being overheard tioreatening 1o kill the presidenr. And
Barbour, it (ums owl, is @ big Dinohead. In 8 story
varried by both New York Newsday and the Fiush
Rush Querterly, the jailed Barbour iz gueted as teliing
Washingron's WUSA-TV,

“t ke Rush, T sure do. | love his poiemics on
Clinton, He's a disgrace 1o the couniry. He should be
where I'm ai, He's a criminal, He's o public enemy, "

Of course, Limbaugh has run 3 nonsiop campaign
16 demonize the Clintons, regularly referring 1o them
%5 an alien occupational force and describing America
a; “held hostage by Climtonistas.'' Now (his mighi
seem like 2 eall for some ““pamiot’” to Stand Up and
Do the Right Thing. But, lest you think Limbaugh is
mciting violence, Rush assures us that, like Sen,
Helms, be is only joking, He is, afier all, merely an
EnmiEriainer.

But make no mistake, such remarks, utered
widely and withour cease by prominent people, help
create the climate in which such meddeénts oceur, Sure,
these poys may be lone nuts, b even if they are, one
has to wonder what it takes o ttp them over the edge
and in the direction of shooting al the president. Con-
tinual references {0 Clinton as an “enmemy of the
American people,” endless smears, jokes sbout fum
needing hodygiunrds—shese may well serve such a
function. This 1 the purpose of all campaigos of de-
monization (consider the Nazi propagands about
Jews): 1 make violence against the targeted individual
Or group more conceivable, possible and, finally, per-
missible.

Consider the case of President Kemnedy, When he
arrived in Dallas on Nov, 22, 1963, he was greeted
by 4 newspaper ad calling him a communist collabora-
tor as well as by ubiqntous posters displayiog his pic-
fure, mugshor siyle, under the heading, “Wanted For
Treason,™ And af this poini in Kennedy's controversial
fenure, this sort of thing was nothing new. In April
1963, an anonymous filer had been circulived among
Miami's Cuban exile community that read;

“Only through one developmertt will you Cuban
patriots ever live again [n your homeland as free men.

"Only if an inspired Act of God should place in
the White House within weeks o Texan known fe be a
friend af all Latin Americans. '

The implied guestion: Who will rid us of tus
iwoublesome president? And no mater whether you
think Kennedy was kilied by a lone nuwt or a conspir-
acy, you have to wonder whether such a climaw did
not coniribute 10 making the assassination conceivable,
possible and, finally, permissible in the mind or minds




Steamshovel Press #13, Summer 1985 / 339

of whoever was behind ir.

With amusement that iz almost palpable, the
Knight-Ridder story describes Helms as a tough cus-
wmer who “‘shoots from the lip.” In a country that
prizes free speech, even imtolerant dogmatists like
Helms, Limbaugh and Pa: Robertson—no friends of
cermin kinds of speech—have the right to speak their
tiny minds. They may indeed “shoot from the lip"
with unsubstantigied smears and provecarive remarks

about Clinton's fitness, patriotism and personal safery.
When others stamn from assaull nfles with
bullets, we can comfort ourselves in the knowledge
that Helms, Limbaugh and company were only joking.

Wow: all rise for the Two-Minute Hate.
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Braan Redman. of the e-newsletter Congueracy Nation (bgxc@peaitiensl.ony),

and Sherman Skolmick, at the River Flame resausas
near Chicago, April, 1995,
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